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Chapter 1

THE PR@I&. M)
witl HEAVER

magine youre hanging out at home one day, when

suddenly there’s a knock on the door. You open it,
and find your friend standing there with this ridiculous
grin on her face, like she’s got incredible news that she’s

bursting to share.
“Hey,” you say. “What’s up?”

But at first, she’s so excited that all she can do is beam at

you.

After a long silence, you finally lose patience and say,
“What? What'’s going on?”

“I'm going to the greatest place in the entire universe,” she
says, like she might pass out from happiness, right there

1”

in the doorway, “and I want you to come with me!

“Oh, ok. Great!” you say. “Where are we going?”
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The words come out in a gasp, like the very thought of
it makes her short of breath: “The waiting room—at the
dentist!”

“Wait—what? Why? Is there something wrong with your
teeth?”

“What do you mean?” She tilts her head, confused. “Why
would there be something wrong with my teeth?”

“Well, isn’t that why most people go to the dentist?”

“I'm not going to the dentist,” she says. “I'm going to the

waiting room.”

“Oh,” you say. Then, when it’s clear she’s expecting you to

say something more, you add, “Why?”

“Because it’s wonderful!” she says, voice choking up. “It’s
all clean and sparkly and shiny, and the people who work
there wear these cool white outfits, and all day you get to
just sit around, thinking, ‘Isn’t this great? I can’t believe

1””

I'm in the waiting room at the dentist

A single, joyful tear streams down her cheek. “Doesn’t

that sound amazing?”

You stare at her, realising how absolutely serious she is
about this.

“So, what are you waiting for?” she asks, in a voice like
she’s just offered you a billion dollars. “Aren’t you coming

with me?”
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“Um...” You start easing the door shut as politely as
possible, trying to remind yourself of how exactly you
became friends with this person in the first place. “Thanks
so much for the offer, but I think I'd rather just stay home.”

ARARAARARAA

The problem with the way most people talk about heaven
is that they make it sound like the waiting room at the
dentist. Actually, they make it sound worse than the
waiting room at the dentist, because at least at the dentist,

you're still alive.

To be fair, not everyone talks about heaven this way—for
example, Jesus never did—but for some reason, when
most people imagine the Bible’s description of what
happens when we die, it goes something like this:

If you live a good enough life while you're here on earth, then
when you die, God will take you far, far away to a place called
heaven. Heaven is this place in the clouds with golden gates
and golden streets, and it’s all clean and sparkly and shiny,
and the people who work there wear these cool white outfits,

and all day you get to...
You get to...
Um.

Actually, these descriptions are usually pretty short on
details about what you’re supposed to do all day in a place
like this. Probably a lot of singing and praying and maybe
learning to play the harp.
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Or maybe we’ll just kind of float around—because the
other thing most of these descriptions have in common is
that they make heaven sound all ghostly and spiritual and
way less real than life here on earth.

Which leads me to a question...

How in the world is anyone supposed to get excited about
a place like that?

AAARARAA
Let’s change our dentist story up a bit.

Imagine you’re hanging out at home one day, when
suddenly there’s a knock on the door. You open it, but this
time it’s not your friend standing there. It’s a fireman.

“Quick!” he says, urgently. “There’s a fire coming! In
15 minutes your whole street is going to burn. We're
evacuating everyone to the dentist across town. They’ve
opened up their waiting room for people who've lost their
homes to the fire. You can take shelter there.”

That changes things a bit, right?

If it’s a choice between going to the waiting room at the
dentist or getting burned up in a fire, of course you're
going to choose the dentist—but only because that’s the
least bad option.

I mean, sure, being in the dentist’s waiting room is way
better than burning up in a fire—but it’s still way worse

than if your real home never got burned up at all.
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And as you sit there in the dentist’s waiting room, reading
an old celebrity gossip magazine or whatever, I doubt
you'd be thinking, “Isn’t this great? I can’t believe I'm in
the waiting room at the dentist!”

My guess is that you'd mostly be thinking, “I wish [ had my
real home back.”

ARARARAARAARAA

Something people often do to make this floaty-cloud-
place called heaven sound at least a bit good is to start
talking about this fiery-cave-place called hell.

Hell is the other half of what most people imagine the
Bible says happens when we die. The picture usually goes
something like this:

If you live a bad enough life while you're here on earth, then
when you die, God will send you to a place called hell. Hell is
this place deep down in some caves with never-ending fire and
never-ending lava, and it’s all dirty and dark and terrifying,
and the people who work there wear these scary red outfits,
and they spend all day hurting and punishing you for all the
bad stuff you did while you were on earth.

Which sounds completely horrible, right?

And so if that’s what heaven and hell are really like then,
sure, heaven sounds way better than hell—but, to be
honest, it still sounds way worse than the life we have,

here and now, on earth.

n
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If only there was some option to say, “Thanks so much for
the offer, but I think I'd rather just stay home.”

ARAAARARAA

But maybe this hell idea is the whole reason you picked up
this book in the first place. Maybe you've got a hunch that
there really is a place like that, and you're afraid you might
end up there.

Or maybe for you it’s not even about the where question.
Maybe the idea of being anywhere forever just seems

exhausting or overwhelming—or even kind of scary.

Or is that not it either? Do you actually have the opposite
worry—that the people who believe in heaven and hell
have got it all wrong, and that there could be nothing on
the other side of death?

Meanwhile, I'm guessing that for some of you reading
this book, these aren’t just interesting questions about
what’s going to happen later. For some of you, these
questions matter right now, because someone you love
has already passed away, and so your real question is,
“Are they going to be ok?” or even, “Are they going to be

anywhere at all?”

And if that’s the case, you've probably noticed that, so far,
I've left out one really important piece of many people’s
picture of heaven—and that’s the idea that, when you get
there, you're reunited with all your friends and family who
have died.
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And so what if you're not just in a floaty-cloud-place?
What if you're in a floaty-cloud-place with the people you
love?

Well, obviously, that would be a massive upside.

But that still brings me back to my original question. If
there really is some kind of eternal life after death, why
does it have to be boring and floaty at all?

Not to sound ungrateful or whatever, but is that really the
best God can do? If he really is going to reunite us with our
loved ones forever and ever, why does it have to happen

somewhere so lame?
ARARAARARAA
What if I told you it doesn’t?

What if I told you that heaven and hell are both absolutely
real—but they’re not what you think they are?

What if I told you that the good news about the future
that God offers us is way, way better than you think—and
that truly understanding that good news could completely
transform not just the way you see the future but also the
way you live your whole life, here and now?



