Maggie’s Testimony 

Like most Polish kids, I grew up with a strong belief in God and I learnt to respect all the church traditions. The older I grew the more private this belief became. I never doubted that God existed, but with the passing years my life was becoming more and more secular. Any church activity was limited to the occasional Sunday mass or Christmas and Easter celebrations in a very Polish way. 

At the age of 15 I came to Australia and all of a sudden I found myself very isolated from the traditions I have known. I still said my prayers sometimes and my understanding of being right with God was based on my performance, trying to be a good, decent, hard working person. 

In my early twenties, when I went to University, I met many Christians, who were very different from me. They were taking God very seriously and their worship of Him was not limited to Sunday church or Christmas and Easter. They talked about Jesus as if He was a very real person closely involved in their personal lives. At first I did not share their sentiments, I thought they were rather strange. 

However, I started looking into the Bible, which I previously thought was too complicated and mysterious to read and understand. Having my Christian friends with me I read the Bible regularly just to understand where they were coming from.

From the pages of the Bible I discovered that as I have always believed, God created the world. He created us to live in it, to look after it and to be in a loving relationship with Him. The Bible also was very clear on the fact that all of the people, including me, rebelled against God. This rebellion has many forms. One of them could be a very decisive rejection of God and doing the wrong things like murder or stealing. Another could be more subtle way like ignoring Him or failing to do the right thing when needed. One way or the other, I understood that I have also offended God in many ways and that brings grave consequences like death and judgment.

Reading the pages of the New Testament I discovered God’s gracious and loving plan of salvation for the human kind who have so much lived in opposition to Him. In His great love God sent His one and only Son, Jesus, to take upon himself the penalty for the sins of the world. That included my sins. Jesus has always lived in perfect obedience to his Heavenly Father, yet it was Him who took upon himself the punishment I deserved. He was nailed to the cross and died, but did not stay dead. The evidence if His resurrection on a third day is overwhelming with a strong historical basis of eye witness account. Jesus is the Lord and Savior and what He did for me brought complete forgiveness for my sins and certainty of eternal life with Him. It is His promise. All I had to do was to accept it with my heart as a gift and trust in Jesus with all of my life. It was the act of being born again.

To be born again was to start my life again with Jesus as my Lord in every area of my life. I have become like my university friends, very serious about this Jesus and very passionate about sharing this wonderful message of salvation with others. 

I can never repay Jesus for what He did for me, but He never asks anyone to do so. I can never do anything to deserve His great love and mercy, but He gives it to me as a free gift. I can only say thank you and live my life under His word by putting it into practice.

During my early years as a Christian I found John Chapman’s “Fresh Start” book very helpful. In this book I found many answers to my questions such as how can I be sure that the Bible is the word of God and how should my life reflect the fact that I became a Christian. The book was so helpful that I wanted to share it with not only the people around me, who spoke English, but also with the Polish people like myself. The way to do it was to translate it into Polish language first. The job is done, so now I hope that it will be enjoyable and helpful to all those who read it. 

