


“It’s not uncommon for me to hear friends and members of the church I 
pastor talk of how ‘Christmas snuck up on them.’ Paul David Tripp has 
written a fantastic Advent devotional for individuals or families, and 
it’s the perfect solution for preparing our hearts and homes to celebrate 
what’s really going on underneath the tinsel and the trees.”

Matt Chandler, lead teaching pastor, The Village Church; 
president, Acts29 Church Planting Network

“Paul David Tripp has the rare gift of conveying profound biblical truths 
in a simple and accessible manner. Come, Let Us Adore Him will help 
you prepare for the arrival of the Christ child on a deep level, no matter 
where you are currently in life.”

William Vanderbloemen, CEO and president, Vanderbloemen 
Search Group

“Theology serves us best when it is translated into devotion. Paul David 
Tripp’s Come, Let Us Adore Him is that rare gem—great theology in-
spiring great devotion. This book will enrich my family’s experience 
of Christmas this year, and I believe it can enrich your Christmas too.”

Ray Ortlund, lead pastor, Immanuel Church, Nashville, 
Tennessee; council member, The Gospel Coalition; president, 
Renewal Ministries; author, Marriage and the Mystery of the 
Gospel

“In the chaos, inadequacies, and fears that all too often overshadow 
the Advent season, it is easy to forget that this day, above all other days, 
speaks of stillness, welcome, and assurance. It tells us that we have been, 
and are now, completely loved—no matter if we remember all the pres-
ents or if the lights on our tree won’t work. This devotional will help us 
remember the great love with which we have been loved. Read its pages, 
share it with your family. Enter into that manger scene. And breathe.”

Elyse M. Fitzpatrick, author, Found in Him
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My mind is a puzzle, each piece placed by a pastor, 
professor, or mentor greater than I, all working under 
the gracious guiding hand of God. Through them I have 
come to know the Word, learned to interpret life, been 
humbled by a sense of my own need, and grown to love 
my rescuing Savior. To all those willing instruments in 
my past and present and by God’s grace in my future, 
I say, “Thank you.”
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Introduction

It is a mind-boggling, hard-to-grasp, awesome story unlike 
any other story ever told. But what makes this story so won-
derful and so important is not that its plot is way beyond 
anything you would’ve ever conceived. What makes this story 
vital to know and understand is that it is not a well-crafted 
fantasy. The thing that should make you stop in your tracks, 
activate your heart and mind, and fall to your knees is that this 
story is real. It took place in real time at real locations with 
real people. All human history was marching to the specific 
point in time when this story would unfold, and the implica-
tions of the events of this story reach to everyone who has 
lived since. The Christmas story is the story of stories.

When writing this devotional, I was brought to a new place 
of wonder and worship as I considered that that baby boy in 
the manger was not only a real human baby but also fully God. 
For the months it took to write this collection of meditations, 
it was wonderful to consider day after day that God knew that 
the only way to fix everything sin had broken was to give us 
the ultimate gift, the gift of himself. My prayer is that focus-
ing on the glory of the incarnation of Jesus will fill you with 
wonder too.
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Introduction

Permit me to share what motivated me to write a Christ-
mas devotional. I’ve thought a lot about the danger of familiar-
ity in our lives as the children of God. It is good to be familiar 
with the story of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It means that God 
has met you by grace. It means that he has opened the eyes of 
your heart to what, without him, you would not see or under-
stand. He has drawn you close to his side. He has pulled back 
the curtain and shown you the deep mysteries of his redeem-
ing plan. He has blessed you with the presence of his Spirit, 
who continues to illumine his truth for you. You are familiar 
with the story of the gospel of Jesus Christ because the love 
of God has been lavished on you.

But familiarity often does bad things to us. Often when 
we become familiar with things, we begin to take them for 
granted. When we are familiar with things, we tend to quit 
examining them. Often when we are familiar with things, 
we quit noticing them. When we are familiar with things, we 
tend not to celebrate them as we once did. Familiarity tends 
to rob us of our wonder. And here’s what’s important about 
this: what has captured the wonder of our hearts will control 
the way we live.

Let me give you an example. Pretend that you have moved 
to a new neighborhood and the first morning, when you go out 
to walk your dog, you happen upon a beautiful municipal rose 
garden. Although Fido is yanking on his leash, you just stand 
there, blown away at the display of early-morning beauty that 
is before you. You can’t wait to get home to tell your family 
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what you discovered, and you’re excited about taking them 
there to see it too. But as you walk by that garden day after day, 
something happens to you. Within a few weeks you walk by 
without stopping, and in a few months you don’t even notice 
the roses anymore. Familiarity has done this to you; what you 
once celebrated, you now don’t even notice.

Sadly, many of us aren’t gripped by the stunningly magnifi-
cent events and truths of the birth of Jesus anymore. Sadly, 
many of us are no longer gripped by wonder as we consider 
what this story tells us about the character and plan of God. 
Sadly, many of us are no longer humbled by what the incarna-
tion of Jesus tells us about ourselves. We walk by the garden of 
the incarnation, but we don’t see the roses of grace anymore. 
Our eyes have gone lazy and our hearts have grown cold.

I know how easy it is for me, on any given day, to forget 
who I am and what I have been given in the person and work 
of Jesus. Other things in life capture my attention and the al-
legiance of my heart. Other things rise to levels of importance 
in my mind, way beyond their true importance. And when 
other things capture and control my heart, little room remains 
for wonder and worship. Familiarity often means that what 
is very important may no longer exercise important influence 
over us in the way it should.

So I wrote this devotional with the prayer that God would 
use it to recapture your attention. I wrote it with hope that 
this amazing story would reactivate your awe. I hope that 
as you read, your heart will be surprised by things in this 
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story you’ve never seen before or maybe haven’t seen in a 
very long time. I am going to ask you to come with me, kneel 
down, and look into that manger. I will ask you to look up and 
listen carefully to the song of the angels. I’m going to ask you 
to examine the wonder of the shepherds. And I will help you 
to grasp how this story is meant to enliven, motivate, excite, 
and transform you.

One year, for the thirty-one days of December, I decided I 
would dedicate the three tweets that I post every morning to 
the Christmas story. Those tweets are the foundation of the 
meditations that make up this devotional. Each meditation 
begins with a tweet, which is then explained, defined, ex-
panded, and applied in the meditation that follows. Following 
each meditation are Scriptures to use for further study.

A Word to Parents

I added something in this devotional that wasn’t in New Morn-
ing Mercies (Crossway 2014). At the end of each meditation I 
present one central theme, one core truth from the narrative of 
Jesus’s birth for you to discuss with your children. Obviously, 
these meditations were written to adults, but they have nug-
gets of truth that every child could and should grasp. You can 
approach this devotional in several ways with your children. 
You may want to select a portion of the meditation to read to 
them, and then discuss the one central theme. You may think 
the meditation is too deep for them and choose to read all or 
a portion of the support Scripture, and then talk with them 
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about the core truth. You may just want to talk to them about 
the core truth.

In a culture that uses this season to get children to dream 
about how their lives would be made better by possessing a 
certain material thing, where Christmas has been reduced to 
a shopper’s nightmare and a retailer’s dream, it is vital to draw 
the wonder of our children away from the next great toy and 
toward the wonder of the coming of our great Lord and Savior, 
Jesus. Use these devotionals with the hope that, as you do, 
God will plant seeds of true faith in their young hearts. Take 
a few moments every morning or at the dinner table to take 
the thoughts of your children away from trees, carols, toys, 
snowballs, and cookies. Invest the time needed to introduce 
them to the multifaceted glory of the grace that is displayed 
in the coming of the promised Messiah to earth. You can use 
this devotional to fight what familiarity has already done to 
the way their young hearts think about Christmas.

May the glory of the best gift ever recapture our hearts 
so that we really do come to adore him and so that we will all 
live with a renewed appreciation for the grace that we have 
found in him.

May your Christmas be rich in spiritual blessings!
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December 1

The angels sang because the everlasting Father had 
come to extend arms of redeeming grace to all who would 
give their hearts to him.

t is a wonderful, mysterious, hard-to-grasp, and 
beyond-the-scope-of-our-normal-reasoning story. 
But when you get it, when you come to fully under-

stand the purpose and implications of this story, you will 
sing too. This story’s amazing plot wasn’t written when Mary 
got pregnant or when prophets began foretelling it or when 
God announced it after the disastrous rebellion of Adam and 
Eve. This story is so miraculous in every way that it could 
have only come out of the mind of God in eternity before the 
foundations of the earth were laid down by his mighty hand. 
It points to the divine imagination and screams the power of 
the divine hand. No man could write this plot and if he did, no 
man could expedite what he had written. This story is itself 
an argument for the existence of God and is a portrait of his 
holy character.
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The beautiful world that God had created was now broken 
and groaning— the direct result of the rebellion of the ones 
God had made in his own image and had placed his guiding 
and providing love upon. The evidence of its brokenness was 
everywhere, from the inner recesses of the hearts of people, 
to violence and corruption of government, to the existence of 
plagues and diseases. Sure, there was beauty still to be seen, 
but the whole world groaned under the weight of its broken-
ness. It would have been just for God to stay his distance, to let 
the world quake and groan. It would have been a just response 
to the arrogant rebellion that brought this brokenness on the 
world. But in one of the gorgeous mysteries of God’s sovereign 
grace, he looked on his broken, rebellious world with eyes of 
mercy.

Yes, God would act decisively, and his actions would be 
what he had planned in the beginning, but they would be a 
stunning surprise to every mere mortal. His response would 
not be condemnation and judgment. His response would not 
be a meting out of justice. Rather, his response would be in-
tervention and rescue. He would do in grace what the law 
could never do. He would do in grace what we could never do 
for ourselves. He would do what philosophers could never 
conceive, what leaders could never strategize, and what poets 
could never imagine. He would offer the only thing that would 
ever address the need and solve the problem. He, himself, 
would become the greatest, most costly, most transforma-
tional gift ever.
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God would take on human flesh and invade his sin-
broken world with his wisdom, power, glory, and grace. But 
he wouldn’t descend to a palace. Instead, the Lord Almighty, 
the Creator, the sovereign King over all things would humble 
himself and take on the form of servant; he would live on our 
behalf the life we could have never lived, he would willingly 
die the death that you and I deserve to die, and he would rise 
from his tomb as the conqueror of sin and death. He would 
suffer every single day of his life so that he could, with his 
life, give grace to rebels, extend love to those who would deny 
his existence, impart wisdom to those who think they know 
better, and extend forgiveness to everyone who seeks him. 
His coming stands as an affirmation that he will not relent, he 
will not be satisfied until sin and suffering are no more and we 
are like him, dwelling with him in unity, peace, and harmony 
forever and ever.

It is true that you just can’t write this stuff! The majesty of 
the patient and forgiving love of this story defies words. The 
implications of this birth are not only transformational to 
the cosmos, but also eternal in their extent. This is the story 
of Jesus, born in a barn in Bethlehem. The Messiah the earth 
cried for now cries to be held by Mary and will soon cry in tor-
ment of the cross of salvation. He came to suffer because he 
came to save. The angels sang because finally hope had come. 
Don’t you want to join them?

For further study: Luke 2:13–14; Revelation 5:8–11
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For parents and children:
Central theme: Singing
Ask you children what their favorite song is, ask them why 
they think people sing, read Luke 2:13–14 to them, and talk 
about why the angels sang at the birth of Jesus.
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December 2

Jesus knew he had come not just to preach the gospel 
of sacrifice, but also to be that sacrifice, yet he was per-
fectly willing.

ne of the dark character qualities of sin that we 
don’t recognize as much as we should is unwilling-
ness. We’re often unwilling to do what God says 

if it doesn’t make sense to us. We’re often unwilling to in-
convenience ourselves for the needs of someone else. We’re 
regularly unwilling to wait. We’re often unwilling to be open 
and honest. We’re too often unwilling to consider the loving 
rebuke of another. We struggle to be willing to say no to our 
own wrong thoughts and desires. We often struggle to be 
willing to answer God’s ministry call. Often we are unwilling 
to admit that we are wrong. Too often we struggle to serve 
willingly and to give generously. Unwillingness is one of sin’s 
powerful damaging results.

So here’s what the Christmas story is all about: a willing 
Savior is born to rescue unwilling people from themselves 



Come, Let Us Adore Him

20

because there is no other way. Jesus was willing to leave 
the splendor of eternity to come to this broken and groan-
ing world. He was willing to take on human flesh with all its 
frailty. He was willing to endure an ignominious birth in a 
stable. He was willing to go through the dependency of child-
hood. He was willing to expose himself to all the hardships of 
life in this fallen world. He was willing to submit to his own 
law. He was willing to do his Father’s will at every point. He 
was willing to serve, when he deserved to be served. He was 
willing to be misunderstood and mistreated. He was willing 
to endure rejection and gross injustice. He was willing to 
preach a message that would cause him personal harm. He 
was willing to suffer public mockery. He was willing to endure 
physical torture. He was willing to go through the pain of his 
Father’s rejection. He was willing to die. He was willing to rise 
and ascend to be our constant advocate. Jesus was willing.

You see, it’s not just the Christmas story; rather, the entire 
redemptive story hinges on one thing— the eternal willingness 
of Jesus. Without his willingness, you and I would be without 
hope and without God. Without his willingness, we would be 
left with the power and curse of sin. Without his willingness, 
we would be eternally damned. During this season of celebrat-
ing don’t forget to stop and celebrate your Savior’s willing-
ness. His willingness is your hope in life, death, and eternity.

But there is even more to be said. The Advent willing-
ness of Jesus is your guarantee that he continues to be will-
ing today. Right here, right now, he is willing to love you on 
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your very worst day. Right now he is willing to forgive you 
again and again. Here and now he is willing to be patient as 
you continue to grow and mature. Right now he is willing to 
battle on your behalf against evil within and without. Here 
and now he is willing to teach you through his Word. Now 
he is willing to supply every one of your spiritual needs. 
Now he is willing to be faithful even when you’re not. He, 
right now, is willing to empower you when you’re weak and 
to restore you when you’ve fallen. He is willing to comfort 
you when you are discouraged and protect you when you’ve 
stepped into danger. And he remains willing to do every-
thing necessary to feed, guide, sustain, and protect you until 
eternity is your final home.

You see, the Advent story reminds us that our past, pres-
ent, and future hope rest not on our willingness, but on the 
willingness of the One for whom the angels sang, the shep-
herds worshiped, and the magi searched. Willing Jesus is the 
only hope for unwilling sinners!

For further study: Hebrews 12:1–3

For parents and children:
Central theme: Willingness
Talk to your children about what it means to be willing and 
how the sin in our hearts makes us unwilling. Encourage them 
to talk about places in their lives where they’re unwilling. 
Then talk about how Jesus came to earth and willingly did 
hard things because he loves us.
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December 3

All the promises of the prophets were carried on the 
shoulders of the One born in Bethlehem, and he fulfilled 
them all.

aybe you’ve endured one of those awkward mo-
ments when important visitors, friends you haven’t 
seen for a while, or distant relatives show up unan-

nounced. You’re glad they’re there, but you’re also kind of mad 
because they didn’t let you know they were coming. It’s good 
to see them, but you would’ve enjoyed the luxury of being pre-
pared for their coming. Most of us don’t like being surprised 
by someone significant showing up unannounced.

Well, Jesus didn’t show up on earth unannounced. A whole 
company of prophets spoke a myriad of prophecies that not 
only pointed to the surety of his coming, but also made spe-
cific promises about what his coming would produce.

Micah prophesied that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. 
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
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one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 
old, from ancient days” (Mic. 5:2).

Isaiah prophesied something that was both very specific 
and unthinkable, that Jesus would be born of a virgin. “There-
fore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Im-
manuel” (Isa. 7:14).

Genesis 22:18 tells us that Jesus would be born as a descen-
dant of Abraham and as such would be the ultimate fulfillment 
of God’s covenant promises: “And in your offspring shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed” (see Num. 24:17).

The Old Testament also foretells that Jesus would be 
called out of Egypt: “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and 
out of Egypt I called my son” (Hos. 11:1; see Matt. 2:13).

Jeremiah tells us that Jesus would be born in the middle of 
the worst kind of human suffering: “A voice is heard in Ramah, 
lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her 
children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because 
they are no more” (Jer. 31:15; see Matt. 2:16–18).

These prophecies remind us that the coming of Jesus is 
the result of the unstoppable zeal of a God of glorious redeem-
ing grace. God wouldn’t leave his world in its evil-scarred 
condition of brokenness. He was unwilling to leave us lost in 
our sin and in hopeless bondage to the rebellion of our own 
evil hearts. He wouldn’t let his story end with dark moral fail-
ure and the requisite divine judgment. These, and many other 
prophecies, remind us that the great author of history’s plot 



Come, Let Us Adore Him

24

determined that the overarching theme of his story would not 
be judgment, but grace. And he knew that if the story were to 
be a grace story, the central character would have to be none 
other than his Son. Only the divine Son of God would be up 
to the task of living a perfectly righteous life in the middle of 
sin and suffering, dying an acceptable death that would satisfy 
his Father’s holy requirements, and rising out of the tomb of 
his death as the author of eternal life for all who place their 
trust in him.

But here’s what you need to understand today. The surety 
of these past prophecies and the specificity of how Jesus 
fulfilled them is also your guaranteed future hope. The story 
that the prophets of old pointed to has not yet come to its final 
conclusion. This means that today, in your life and mine, God 
is still working his unstoppable plot, and he will not relent or 
rest until all that the prophets predicted is fully realized in the 
lives of every one of his children.

Know today that it’s not just you who battles with sin and 
struggles in the middle of suffering. The Messiah, prophesied 
by those saints of old, battles on your behalf, and he will not 
quit until sin and suffering are no more. Like movie trailers, 
the prophets give you a taste of God’s plot, of which you now 
live in the middle. The movement of the plot doesn’t rest on 
your wisdom, power, or goodness, but on the unstoppable zeal 
of the One who is perfect in his holiness and plenteous in his 
grace, and because it does, the last chapter, for which we all 
long, is secure.
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For further study: Micah 5:1–6

For parents and children:
Central theme: Promises
Ask your children what a promise is and get them to think 
about why we make promises. Talk to them about how the 
birth of Jesus proves to us that God always keeps the promises 
he makes.
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December 4

The angels sang a glory song because Glory had come 
to earth to unleash his glory on all who would put their 
trust in him.

 love Christmas. I love the excitement of the season, 
the gift giving, Christmas cookies, decorating the 
biggest tree we can get in our home, the special mo-

ments with people whom I love, but most of all the deep, 
encouraging, humbling, and hope-giving story that is at 
the heart of this season. I can remember as a little boy the 
excitement that would begin to grow as my mom and my 
grandma began making dozens and dozens of cookies. And 
I remember how my excitement would elevate as my dad 
began to drag out the Christmas decorations. But maybe 
the thing I loved the most was the music. Sure, I liked hear-
ing all those silly seasonal songs as we went shopping in 
downtown Toledo, but what I loved then and love even 
more now are those rich hymns about the birth of Jesus. I 
learned them as a boy, but I understand them today, line by 
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line, in a way I never did during all the excitement of those 
boyhood Christmases.

There is something particularly glorious about the hymns 
that explain and define the significance of the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ. Words like “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail the incarnate Deity” or “He comes to make his blessing 
flow far as the curse is found” or “Radiant beams from thy 
holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace” shimmer with 
glory. This makes sense because they echo the glory song 
that the angels first sang on the night when the most glori-
ous thing in history happened: God took on human form. Let 
these words ring in your heart for a moment: God took on 
human form. God became a man. Deity took on humanity. 
Glory came to earth in common human form. If you or I had 
been writing the big redemptive story, we would have never 
conceived something so amazing and miraculous as God 
actually coming on a rescue mission as a real human per-
son. There is only one word that captures this one amazing, 
history-altering event: glory.

The angels sang a glory song not only because the events 
about which they sang were glorious, but also because the 
One who came was, is, and will ever be the sum and definition 
of glory. The angels sang of glory because Glory had come to 
earth to rescue us from the inglory of sin and to unleash the 
forgiving and transforming glory of his grace on all who would 
believe. The hymn of the angels, and the hymns that have been 
written by God’s people since, shimmer with glory because 
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the incarnation of Jesus is about a glorious Savior coming 
to give glorious grace to people who have forsaken his glory 
for the temporarily satisfying shadow glories of the created 
world. If you write a hymn about glory, you will end up pen-
ning glorious things.

But there’s something else I want us to think about. The 
angels, as they sang their glory song that night, began the 
singing of a glory song that would never end. God’s people 
have penned and sung glory songs about Jesus ever since. 
Whenever and wherever they gather, they sing together of 
the birth, the life, the death, the resurrection, the promises, 
the presence, the power, and the grace of Jesus. Around the 
world hearts lift and hope comes rushing in as melodies carry 
the precious truths of God’s most wonderful gift to us, the gift 
of his Son.

And think about this: the final book of the Bible, Revela-
tion, invites us to listen to the voices of those who have passed 
over to their final and eternal home. What do we hear them 
doing? We hear them singing glory songs about Jesus, just 
as the angels did on the night of his birth. “Hallelujah! Sal-
vation and glory and power belong to our God” (Rev. 19:1); 
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let 
us rejoice and exult and give him the glory” (Rev. 19:6–7). On 
into eternity the song echoes. It is the celebration chant of the 
redeemed. And one day we will join that multitude, no longer 
looking forward in hope but looking back with the security of 
redemption accomplished, and with the angels and the saints 
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of old we too will sing glory songs about Jesus forever and ever 
and ever. Yes, it is true: that night the angels began a song that 
will never ever end. The Savior who rescued your heart now 
claims your song. Have you joined the choir?

For further study: Revelation 19:1–10

For parents and children:
Central theme: Glory
Get your children to talk about what they think glory means. 
Ask them if there are any glorious things in their lives. Help 
them to understand that every glorious created thing is meant 
to point them to the glory of God. Then help them to see that 
there is nothing more glorious than the coming of God to earth 
to do for us what we could never do for ourselves.
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