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cLc2® =1k PLANNING SHEET

Use this sheet to plan your session—or fill it in quickly at the end of the session so that the leader next week knows what has been taught, how the
session went, which songs were sung etc. You may find it helpful to keep these planning sheets in a ringbinder at church.

Session:

Stay,

®% Start up

Choy

@a Chat time

Fot%_

@ Bible focus

Teag,

CD?}Teaching time

Actj,

L 7F Activities
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Date: Leader’s name:

Comments

Qf”) Bringing it together & prayer

Notes for next week:




Mime cards

You are taking
your dog for
a walk and
teaching it

to ‘sit’.

You are trying
to teach a pet
parrot to say:
‘Hello cheeky!’

You are trying
to teach a little
brother to tie his
shoe laces.

You are using
the remote
control to
change channels
and volume on
the TV.

You are driving
a car.

You are riding
a horse and
making it go
fast, then slow,
and then turn
around.

You are flying
a kite and it is
very windy.

You are roller
blading in a
crowded street.

You are training
a team of little
children playing
football.

You are trying
to help a cranky,
old lady cross
the road.

You are a
nursery teacher
trying to make
the class line up
straight.

You are
canoeing
down a river in
between rocks.

You are trying
to control

a powerful
vacuum cleaner.

You are trying to
shoot an arrow
at a bullseye.

You are making
a clay poton a
potter's wheel.
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Drama cue cards

Nebuchadnezzar

Oh not again, | hate this dream

Every night it makes me scream

Maid, get me some milk and call my men
They'd better help me, or it's trouble for them!

Nebuchadnezzar’s maid

Oh not again, he's awake and he’s mad
He’s having that dream and it’s really bad!
| hope those men can sort him out

What does it mean? What's it all about?

Nebuchadnezzar’s three advisors

We don’t even know what was in that dream

We don’t have a clue what made the king scream!
How can we know what the dream’s about?

| think we're in trouble; | think he’ll shout.

Daniel

Here's the meaning of that dream

The statue, Oh king, is more than it seems
It stands for what the Lord will do

I"d listen to Him—if | were you!

Chorus

Daniel’s wisdom comes from the Lord

God told Daniel what He has in store

For the future is God’s, He's in control

And the king better bow and believe it now!
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Drama script

Narrator: One morning, King Nebuchadnezzar ordered his workers
to build an enormous gold statue. His builders began to build. It
grew big...

Nebuchadnezzar: Build it bigger!
Narrator: It grew bigger...
Nebuchadnezzar: Build it bigger!
Narrator: It grew enormous...

Nebuchadnezzar: Build it bigger! Now stop! | really like the look
of that statue.

Narrator: When the statue was built, everyone in the country
came to see it. Daniel’s friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
were there.

Nebuchadnezzar: 1am King Nebuchadnezzar! | am the greatest
king of all! When the music sounds, | command everyone to bow
down and worship my statue!

Narrator: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had a big problem!
They could never bow down and worship a statue. They only
worshipped God. How do you think they felt?

Children shout: Under pressure!

Nebuchadnezzar: Sound the music!
TRUMPET: Trumpet is ‘played’.

Nebuchadnezzar: Everyone bow down and worship! Now!
TRUMPET: Trumpet is played again.

Narrator: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had to decide what
they would do. How are they feeling?

Children shout: Under pressure!

Nebuchadnezzar: Bow down now! | mean everyone!
TRUMPET: Trumpet sounds again.

Did you hear me? | mean everyone!

Narrator: Nebuchadnezzar could see three men standing up, while
all the other people were bowing down to the statue. Who do you
think it was? How do you think they were feeling?

Children shout: Under pressure!
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Nebuchadnezzar: Maybe | didn’t make myself clear. When the music sounds,
everyone bows down and worships my statue. And anyone who doesn’t—
will be thrown into the furnace. Now let’s try that again!

TRUMPET: Trumpet blows.

Narrator: Still Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego would not bow down and
worship. How do you think they are feeling?

Children shout: Under pressure!
Nebuchadnezzar: That's it! Heat up that furnace!

FURNACE: Ask the children to throw in some of their cellophane “flames’.
Nebuchadnezzar: Heat it up more!

FURNACE: Ask the children throw in some more of their cellophane ‘flames’.
Nebuchadnezzar: Heat it up more!

FURNACE: Ask the children to throw in the rest of their cellophane ‘flames’.
Nebuchadnezzar: Now throw those men into the furnace!
Narrator: How do you think Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are feeling?
Children shout: Under pressure!

Narrator: Here's what happened next.

@ Read Daniel 3 v 16—18)

Narrator: Nebuchadnezzar was furious.

Nebuchadnezzar: Throw them in!
Narrator: They were thrown in. But then something surprising happened!

Nebuchadnezzar: Hey! Why aren’t those men burning? They're just walking
around in there; they are not harmed in any way. And there’s someone like
an angel with them. What'’s going on? Hey! Come out of there—now!

Narrator: God had protected Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. He rescued
them from the fire. Now Nebuchadnezzar knew that the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego is the true God, the only one who should be
worshipped. How do you think Nebuchadnezzar was feeling now?

Children shout: Under pressure!

Narrator: Nebuchadnezzar had learned something very important. He had
discovered that God is the true God, the only one to be worshipped.

@ Read Daniel 3 v 28. )
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10.

38 CLiCK

Quiz questions

Which country did Daniel and his friends
originally come from?

Why were they in Babylon?

When Daniel and his friends were in
training what did they eat and drink?

What were the Babylonian names of
Daniel’s three friends?

Why did King Nebuchadnezzar have
trouble sleeping?

What did Nebuchadnezzar want everyone
to bow down to?

How did Daniel’s friends react to
Nebuchadnezzar’'s order?

What happened when they would not
bow down?

What did King Belshazzar do at his party
that showed he did not care about God?

What did the king see that made him
feel terrified?
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Drama script

Officials: Your Majesty, we hope you live forever! We all agree that you should
make a law forbidding anyone to pray to any god or human except you for the next
30 days. Everyone who disobeys this law must be thrown into a pit of lions.

King Darius: Hmm... | guess that sounds like a good idea. Maybe | should think....
Officials: Don't waste time thinking O great king. Just sign here!
Narrator: So King Darius made the law and had it written down.

Officials: Now, let's get Daniel! Every afternoon he prays to that God of his—right
in front of the open window. Once we see him—he’s had it!

Narrator: Daniel heard about the law, but when he returned home, he went
upstairs and prayed in front of the window. Just as he had always done, he knelt
down in prayer, giving thanks to God.

Officials: There he is! He's praying. Let’s tell the king and have him arrested! It's
the lion pit for him! (Pause) Your Majesty, remember the law says that everyone who
prays to anyone but you will be thrown into a pit of lions?

King Darius: Yes, | do remember something like that...

Officials: That Jew named Daniel refuses to obey you. He still prays to his god three
times a day. You know he’ll have to be thrown to the lions.

King Darius: What!? Did | miss something here? But Daniel’s my best worker! He's
like a friend to me! Oh no—what can | do about this?

Narrator: For the rest of the day, the king tried to think how he could save Daniel.
There was nothing he could do. So King Darius ordered Daniel to be thrown into a
pit of lions. But first he spoke to Daniel.

King Darius: You have been faithful to your God, and | pray that He will rescue you.

Narrator: A stone was rolled over the pit, and it was sealed. All night long the king
could not sleep. He did not eat anything, and he would not let anyone come in to
talk to him. At daybreak the king got up and ran to the pit. He shouted...

King Darius: Daniel, you were faithful and served your God. Was He able to save
you from the lions?

Narrator: The king held his breath and waited. (Pause) He heard a voice.

Daniel: Your Majesty, my God sent an angel to keep the lions from eating me. |
am safe!

Narrator: The king was relieved to hear Daniel’s voice, and he gave orders for
him to be taken out of the pit. God had kept him from being harmed. The king
commanded that everyone should worship and honour the God of Daniel.
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WHAT PO YOU THINK?2

What did the passage about Daniel and the lion’s den teach you about God?

\

ﬁmud you like to ask God to help you with?
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King Xerxes

Hang those men!
Write on the official records how Mordecai saved my
life.

Message 1

Haman has an evil plot to kill all the Jews in Persia.
You must go to the king and ask him to save our
lives.

Message 2

If you don’t go to the king, you will be killed anyway
because you are a Jew.

Maybe it was for this reason that you were chosen to
be queen.

You must go to the king for us.

Message 3

Mordecai, you are right.

Ask the Jews to pray for me for three days and
nights.

| will go to the king.

If | must die doing this, then | will die.

Haman

Ill kill him for this!
Better still, I'll kill every Jew in the Persian empire!
Not one will survive!
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN DANGER

The people L the story were X__ _ _ _ thek__ €& _ ___
theq____+H____thep____wm______ oMo
Esther'sce__ _ _ _ and God’s people, the ) _ _.

_________ the Jews; tod_ _ _ _ Y
ork___ themall. qod had ap__ _tos__ _his people. Esther
asked the Jews to go without - _ _andd____awndtop__ _for

RNIMmM|A (O[N] Z|IR|[Z2(MN([ZT|N|R|D

RN|IZ|(c|r | I[O|MN[X|R|[mMm]|X

ZIn(plc|lo|0|Z|ID|I=2I>|X

wWjlomM(Q |- |90
HRIR|IS(<X|D>DIR|VI|M|C

P9I Z|IRWIRIR|IM
HIOIMO(IW | N RITW |2

OI0|IX<|IOIRNR|A|O|M |9

MO IR M| T |A(BM
Z[(>dDICcinw|jo(zZz|¢T |2
MDA |IR|A
A0 (T V| |X<|D>|9

N|jo|®|xT T

You should have 14 letters left over. Write them here:

Rearrange the letters to form the important message which this story teaches.
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Queen Esther
nuttes the
W and

Haman to a

special émqm
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that's a
+as+y-‘aak{ng
hat !

The story of Esther and the Jews is still
remembered by Jewish people today.
They have a celebration called Purim.
This food called Haomantashen is part of
the celebration. Hamantashen means
‘Haman's pockets’. It is made into a

friangle shape, because it is thought

that Haman wore a three-cornered hat.

. Pastry — frozen short crust is easiest
. Filling: 1%2 cups chopped prunes
grated rind and juice of one lemon
Y2 cup chopped walnuts
Y2 cup crushed cornflakes
. Biscuit cutter, teaspoons, knife, honey to glaze
. Baking fray

Instructions

1. Roll out the pastry, cut into circles with a round biscuit cutter.
2. Mix all the filling ingredients fogether.

3. Place a teaspoon of the mix onto a pastry circle.

4, Fold twice to make a quarter-circle, or triangular shape.

Pinch edges together to seal. Glaze with honey.

Place on a baking tray and cook for 12-15 minutes in a
moderate oven.

. Cool on wire racks.

7.  Eatl

o
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Who is in charge?

Across

2. Killing the Jews was a wicked _ _ _ _

9. The queen was one of these. _ _ _

8. The name of the queen. _ _ _ _ _ _

10. The name of the powerful man who hated the Jews. _ _ _ _ _

14. What the queen’s cousin refused to do when he saw Haman. _ _ _

15. The part of the palace where the queen’s cousin waited for a message from her. _ _ _ _
16. The name of the king of the great empire. _ _ _ _ _ _
Down

. The name of the one who controls everything. _ _
. The name of the great empire. _ _ _ _ _ _

. The name of the queen’s cousin.
A small word in FIST. _ _

The number of days the Jews prayed.
A small word in MINTIE. _ _

11. Mordecai discovered a plotto _ _ _ _ _ _
12. To be in control means to be in :

13. The king chose Esther from among the most beautiful

ONO AW

in the empire.

Fill in the crossword using the clues.
Then read the secret message here:
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Helen Roseveare in
the Congo

On August 7, 1964, Congo rebels
captured Stanleyville (now known as
Kisangani). In the four years since Congo’s
independence from Belgium, most white
people had already fled from the nation
or been captured or killed. Because Helen
Roseveare was a doctor, she had been
spared, although not without many serious
incidents. For example, someone had tried
to poison her, but her dog ate the meal
intended for her and died.

Helen was well aware of her danger. Many
mission women had been attacked by the
marauding rebel armies. She stayed on,
believing that ‘If Christ be God and died
for me, then no sacrifice can be too great
for me to make for Him’. That was the
mission motto. She knew that an earlier
generation of missionaries to Africa had
died of malaria and other jungle diseases
for the sake of God and His glory. God
might well demand a different kind of
sacrifice of her as He already had of other
women missionaries.

Part of that sacrifice was the struggle with
pride as Africans took over and sometimes
mismanaged mission affairs. She struggled
to sleep some nights when terror overtook
her. Peace was even harder to attain

after her house was looted of every item
of worth. She continued to learn to see

God in the details of her life, to trust Him
more fully.

On Saturday, August 15, 1964, a truck
load of soldiers took over the hospital
compound at Nobobongo. They would
occupy it for five months. ‘They were
brutal and coarse, rough and domineering.
Their language was threatening and
obscene. All of us were cowed. We did
exactly what they demanded, mostly
without argument.’ Tension was terrific.

‘We heard that the local chief had been
caught, bound and beaten; then he was
taken to the people’s tribunal at Wamba,
found quilty, flayed alive and eaten. No
wonder we did not sleep well. No wonder
we were not hungry.’

Then Helen and others were taken.

'... We were put off at a house in the
jungle — 19 defenceless women and
children surrounded by some 75 men,
soldiers and others, all filled with hatred
and evil intentions toward us ... And in my
heart was an amazing peace, a realization
that | was being highly privileged to be
identified with [Christ] in a new way, in the
way of Calvary.’

Although attacked and humiliated by the

rebels, Helen found that God gave her an

even deeper love for the Congo people. In
1965 she returned to pick up her medical

mission work.
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QUICK QUIZ

1.  Which country had the Jews been living in as exiles?

2. Who became king in Persia and announced that the Jews could go
back to their own land?

3. Did all the Jews go back to their land?

4. What was given to the returning Jews, to take back to their land?
5. What is the name of the city they were returning to?

6. What did Jerusalem look like when they first arrived back?

7. What was the first thing they built in Jerusalem?

8. What did they do after the foundations for the temple were laid?
9. Why did some people weep?

10. What did the people do after the temple was rebuilt?

Answers:
1. Babylon, later called Persia.
Cyrus.

No, some stayed behind in Persia.

A W

The returning Jews were given money, gifts and the temple ornaments that had been stolen when the old
temple was destroyed.

Jerusalem.

In ruins.

An altar.

Celebrated and thanked God.

© 0 N o U

They remembered the old magnificent temple of Solomon and knew this one would not be as good.

10. Celebrated and dedicated the temple to the Lord.
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ACTIVITY CARD 1

Use the code to fill
in the missing letters | » |Q |9 | O | ®
from Isaiah 7:14.

Ale|l|0|U

B T THS Lorp whL e”v® Y2 pr°%E.

Va

AN | 3 VAN
y>*'ne *am T ee” wemn s

D
PrUeN NT. s wL HVvE “ 8N

| 3
“Ne el v Tmm Nt oL

Use the code to fill ;
in the missing letters TH = xN GE‘L G?E‘ E‘Tﬂp M R RrY pr -3 R up "y »
from Luke 1:28-31 - = = - - - -1 -
R g & 5 » Lk Yk »
AR R_ TR_LY BL_SS P! TH_ L_RP _S W_TH Y__."
E|l= R R » = = S »
| | M_RY W_S C_NF_S P BY TH_ _NG&_L's W_RPS
R » 5 5 R = = = =
o|» NP W_NP_R_P WH_T TH_Y M__NT. TH_N TH_
U R o » R » R R »
_N&_L T_LP M_RY, "P_NT B_ _FR__P! 6&6_P

N

= Lk wi R W [f Lk R =
S PL__S P W_TH Y__, _NP Y__ W_LL H_V_
» Lk R = Lk 2 5
S N. H 6 N_M_ W_LL B_ J_s_s."

] > |
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ACTIVITY CARD 2

fill in the missing letters.

Read Isaiah 9:2 and use the code to

Ale|l |0

V)

QY| e

®

o @ o
_ BR_GHT L_GHT.

S\ﬂ

(A ¢ @
_NP _T SH_N

N TH_ L_NP _F

® Y ® o v ¢
TH 6 WH W LK P N

TH_ P_RK H V_ S__N

% ® ®
S P N

V.RY N WH L V. s

® o 2 o
P R ST SH P _Ws,

Read John 8:12 and use the code
to fill in the missing letters.

Ale|l |0|U
b 1@ | Y |63

£ @ 8 8y ©
“Nel el N u's%s
0o @ £ @ 0@
SP K_ T_. TH_ Pe_PL._.
Y Y @ @ iy
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Y 8 @ &3
“ M TH_ L_GHT F R
£3

@ o o @
TH_ W_RLP! F LL W M_,
3 3 sy 3 (5
NP Y_ ﬂj W NT B_
i Y @ 3
W LK NG N TH P _RK.
Dy T i @ @
Y W.LL HV TH
Y i Y @
L GHT TH T &6 V_S

=)
2]
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LF "

L
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ACTIVITY CARD 3

Read Luke 2:10-12 and B.T TH. ,Né.L 6’ Ep, "PDN’T 5
use the code to fill in - - = - —— _

v oo m - Ue
the missing letters. _ HVE &6__P NWS F R Y__, WHCH

B Y R B lm U nm v B [ |
WLL MK VRY N HPPY. THS V RY
e|l|O0|U
v g g v 5 U =m O
vlmlalole PY N KNG P VPDPs H M T WN
0@ v - O ve B =
g SV R WS BRN FR Y . H s
)_) . B [ | 0 e g ) =)
){}C CHR ST TH_ L RP. Y_ WLL KN W WH_
g B = H Yo g g B
) H S, B C S YOU WLL FNP HM
N mE m = v O m v e
PRSS P N B BY L TH 6 NP LY NG
o v [ = v
N  BP F HYVYSM
. . #kd ' k3 (N 9 9 ic!
Read Isaiah 9:6 and ™\ "1 5 4"g B N B RN F R 8.
use the code to fill in _ _ . ;
fcci € [+ I €« 17 B [
the missing letters W HV B NG6VN "~ &'N wH

v ¢ §s 2o«
Ale|l|o]|U Wil B ~ R R L R
C+ N IR IRV I I I

") B« ") € N € S
H S NM S W LL B_ W_NP_RF L

-2 |

£k " 9 ¢« « P ]
R NP M GHTY 6 P, T RN L

Ak '}
_bv_s
P ] € P ] '] € g iR«
FTH R NP PR NC  F P__C_
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ACTIVITY CARD 4

—

Read Isaiah 11:1-2 and use the
code to fill in the missing letters.

Ale| I |0|U
- || & | x| &

~-t

& it -
L K_ BR_NCH

TH_T 6PR__TS FR_M
- &b Yt i
ST_MP, & _M_ _N_
FR_.M P_V_P'sS F_M_LY
& oo it —t i
WILL s M_ P.Y B_

& i &g & F
K N&. TH. SP R T F

ok & it
TH_ L RP W_ LL B_

L

& k&
WTH HM T &6 V_

@ |

&b tith ~—t &
NP RST NP NG,
* ~t & &
M, NP _NS_GHT.

H M

N

W_sp

Z

& it Hoo i &b
H WLL B P WRFL,
-t 1t & o
NP H_ W_LL KN_W

~ * % & ] *
NP H_ N__R TH_ L_RPD.

Read Luke 4:14-18 and use the code to
fill in the missing letters.

Ale|(TI|0]|U
gin|@®| |32

I I I (
J_ 6 S R.TRN_P T_

g nn Il
&G L L W TH TH_

(G | ¢ Il
PWR F TH_ SP_RIT.

[! g
N Ws B_

ny n non
SPR. P V. RYWH R _.

Il L=
H T __GHT

E

T H M

[!
N TH_

Il nnu
J W SH

g g nn t
PL_C_ S, NP _V_RY_N_

SE
S P H M.

PR _
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ACTIVITY CARD 5

Read Isaiah i N < % N -~ ¥ A 2 TR ARG |
ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁ H W sW NP P NPCR SHDPBCEC S F
the code to ) o o =) O o -~ v o
inthemissing. "2 6 N8, BY T. K N& R P _N_SHM NT, H_
A N pe) ¥ ¥ o 4 R ¥ Y
1 M P 6¢ MPL T LY W LL. LL F S W R
e |y e v 'Y NN N E M YN
LK 8H PTHTHPDPWNP RDP FF.W HD
Lo ww SN R ” ¥
0| " CH 6 N UR WN WY, BTTH L _RPD
= Y a0 o Yy Yy
Uls®] &6 V. HMTH P N SHM NTW_ P S RV D.

Read Romans 5:8 and
use the code to fill in
the missing letters.

[} |

t %
H W M_CH H_
& f
L VP _6& BY

T |

- & -
H_V_N& CHR_ST

Ale|l|0o|U
R IR
f L [ %
BT 6. P SH WP

15 [ f
P F R _8,
% X Lt 3
“V.N TH_ _GH W_
% % N |
W R S NF L.
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Mary

oseph

Jesus

Angel
Herod

Ise men
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Facts cards

Engaged to Joseph

Matthew 1 v 18

From David's family

Matthew 1 v 18

Born in Bethlehem

Matthew 2 v 1

Having a baby by the
Holy Spirit

Matthew 1 v 18

Angel came to him in
dream: ‘Marry Mary’

Matthew 1 v 20

Mary is His mother

Matthew 1 v 20-21

Brought expensive
gifts to Jesus and
worshipped Him

Matthew 2 v 11

Married Mary

Matthew 1 v 24

Worshipped by
wise men

Matthew 2 v 11

Followed a star

Matthew 2 v 9-10

King

Matthew 2 v 1

From the east

Matthew 2 v 1

Message to Joseph:
"Marry Mary, call baby
Jesus.’

Matthew 1 v 20-21

Worried about new
king being born

Matthew 2 v 3

Came to worship
king of Jews

Matthew 2 v 2

Warned in a dream
not to tell Herod
anything about Jesus

Matthew 2 v 12

Told wise men to find
the baby and tell him
where

Matthew 2 v 8
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cL1c® 8=tk PLANNING SHEET

Use this sheet to plan your session—or fill it in quickly at the end of the session so that the leader next week knows what has been taught, how the
session went, which songs were sung etc. You may find it helpful to keep these planning sheets in a ringbinder at church.

Session:

5""7

®% Start up

(I * Chat time

Fug«r

@ Bible focus

Tea%A

\@?Teaching time

Ac;,-b' .

7 Activities

Su,
2

Date: Leader’s name:

Comments

Q“) Bringing it together & prayer

Notes for next week:
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