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Interview role-play
Presenter (Sceptical Sam Martin): Good evening 
everyone, welcome to channel 8’s Palestine 
National News! Tonight we are joined in the 
studio by four men who say they are disciples 
of a man called Jesus of Nazareth. John the 
Baptist has made some big claims as to who 
Jesus is. He might be the promised Messiah! 
And all this about the son of a carpenter from 
Nazareth. 

For more on this story, we are joined tonight 
by Andrew, Peter, Philip and Nathanael. 
Gentlemen, welcome to the program.

Chorus of sure, no problem, hi, and good evening.

Andrew, we’ll start with you. What was it 
about Jesus that first captured your attention?

Andrew: Well, I’ve been a follower of John the 
Baptist for some time now. But he was always 
on about not being the one to follow. He 
taught that he was only preparing things for 
the one who was to come after him. He said 
this person would be so great that John wasn’t 
even good enough to tie up His sandals for 
Him.

Then one day not so long ago, he saw Jesus 
coming, and he said, ‘look, here is the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world’. 
This was an incredible moment. We didn’t really 
know what he meant, but we knew that Jesus 
was the one John had been speaking about.

Sceptical Sam Martin: Can you describe the 
moment that you first met Jesus?

Andrew: I knew straight away that this was 
the one John had been promising. There 
was something about Him. I knew that I was 
standing before the Messiah!!

Sceptical Sam Martin: Peter, I understand you are 
convinced by this Jesus as well. What tells you 
that He is more than just a wise man?

Peter: When Andrew came to tell me he had 
seen the Messiah, I was hopeful but not 
expecting too much. We have waited so long 
for this Christ to appear. But I had also heard 
John talking about the one who was coming, so 
I was a little excited as well.

I only had to listen to Jesus to realise there was 
something special about Him. He spoke with 
God’s authority. I can’t explain it any other way. 

I have since seen some amazing things while 
I have been with Jesus. He has power to 
perform miracles. In my mind there is no other 
explanation. Jesus is the one.

Sceptical Sam Martin: Umm, interesting stuff. 
Philip, you too were an instant convert to Jesus?

Philip: I guess you could say that. I’ve known 
Andrew and Peter for a long time. We are from 
the same town, Bethsaida. I have to say that 
Jesus struck me as the one the Scriptures have 
spoken about. He has to be the one. He is too 
powerful to be ignored. I couldn’t wait to tell 
Nathanael about Him.

Sceptical Sam Martin: And how did you react to 
this news, Nathanael?

Nathanael: Well, I wasn’t convinced when I first 
heard about this Jesus. I mean, who ever heard 
of anything good coming out of Nazareth? 
Sorry to any of your viewers from there, but 
really, it isn’t somewhere I would have picked 
to be the home town of the Messiah!!

But I was proved wrong. Jesus showed me 
pretty quickly that He was no hoax. He knew 
things about me that, unless He was from God, 
He could not have known. Since then, I have 
seen many more impressive things. This guy is 
the real deal.

Sceptical Sam Martin: Something tells me this isn’t 
the last we are going to hear about this Jesus. 
A viewer’s poll has been set up tonight. You can 
text-message your answer to the question:

Could Jesus of Nazareth be the Messiah?

For Yes call 0845 225 0880

For No call 0845 225 0990

This Jesus will have to do more to convince me. 
Let us know what you think.

Gentleman, thanks for your time, and good luck 
following Jesus of Nazareth.

I’m Sceptical Sam Martin for Channel 8 news.

End of interview.
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News script
Introductory theme music if you wish.

Newsreader Janita/Joe Rabin (male or female):
Welcome to Channel 8 news. I’m Janita/Joe 
Rabin. Tonight we hear again about Jesus of 
Nazareth and the healing of a blind man. 

Taxes to Rome are to go up by 10% in the 
new year.

There are predictions of heavy storm activity 
over the Arabian Peninsular.

But now to our main story. News today of the 
healing of a man born blind. Reports say that 
Jesus of Nazareth has followed a statement He 
made earlier, that He is the ‘light for the world’, 
by giving sight to a man known locally as blind 
Bob Rubenstein. 

Rubenstein is well known as a blind beggar in 
the local area. He now appears to have been 
healed, and is spreading the news that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the man who did it. Earlier 
reports that said this wasn’t blind Bob at all, 
but someone pretending to be him, have been 
proven false by his parents coming forward to 
positively identify him.

Rubenstein is one of a growing chorus of those 
who say only God could be responsible for such 
a remarkable healing. 

More on this story from our reporter close to 
the story, Isaac/Rachel Watts.

Isaac/Rachel Watts: Yes Janita, this story is causing 
quite a stir. The Pharisees are arguing that if 
Jesus did in fact heal this man, Bob Rubenstein, 
that it occurred on the Sabbath and represents 
a breaking of Jewish Law. The Sabbath is 
supposed to be a day of rest, but clearly Jesus 
saw that a healing was more important.

Certainly it looks like the healing of the blind 
man did occur. There are lots of people I have 
spoken to who have known Rubenstein all his 
life. They say he grew up without sight, and 
was a beggar in the town. He is now running 
around with full vision, and there is no other 
way to explain this except that Jesus did it.

It will be interesting to see what happens next. 
The Pharisees think they have a case against 
Jesus as our expert in the law, Paulos, reports.

Paulos Kissenger: I am a Pharisee and there is 
no doubt in my mind that this act of Jesus is 
breaking with the Law of Moses. If this man 
was respectful of God’s ways, He would not 
carry out such wrong acts on the Sabbath. 

We think that this man is a real danger to the 
community. He is gathering quite a crowd of 
people around Him, and if these acts of power 
and kindness continue, I would be concerned 
about the effect they might have.

Anyway, we find it hard to believe that such a 
sinner as Jesus could perform a miracle like this. 
We follow Moses, and we have no idea where 
this Jesus has come from.

Woman/man in the street (a witness): I saw 
the blind man for many years begging on a 
street corner. We occasionally would give him 
something to eat, or a few shekels. He was 
friendly and we felt sorry for him.

I could hardly believe it when I saw him 
walking and running around the streets, 
shouting that he could see. I even spoke to him 
and he was looking into my eyes. I could tell he 
could see. It was amazing.

Janita/Joe Rabin: Perhaps the best way to clear 
this up is to talk to the man who was healed. 

Bob Rubenstein: Yes it is true, I have been blind 
my whole life, and now I can see. Jesus has 
healed me. I can hardly believe it myself, but it’s 
true, and I’m here as living proof that Jesus is 
the Messiah.

The Jewish leaders haven’t been happy. But I 
think it’s silly to worry about the Sabbath law 
when Jesus has given me my sight back. No one 
has ever given someone sight who was born 
blind. Jesus couldn’t have done this unless He 
came from God. I am convinced of that.

Janita/Joe Rabin: Well, it looks as though this 
story is going to go on. We haven’t heard the 
last of Jesus of Nazareth and His followers. We’ll 
keep you updated as more news comes to hand.
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Kaleidoscope
Gear:
	 A cardboard cylinder large enough to fit the lid of a two-litre plastic 

milk bottle in the end 
	 Two lids from two-litre plastic milk bottles, white or clear
	 Clear plastic/perspex, such as from a shirt box lid
	 Felt pens 
	 Scissors
	 Small coloured stones as used in fish tanks
	 Adhesive tape
	 Metal skewer
	 Flame
	 Wooden cutting board or newspaper
	 Three 3 cm x 14 cm strips of mirrored perspex or plastic (see Preparation)
	 Patterned adhesive Contact or attractive paper 

Preparation:
•	 Start early to collect all the bits and pieces you need; send home a list with the children or put one up in the 

church foyer.

•	 Foil and cling wrap rolls, as well as the rolls from some gift wrapping paper, are the right diameter for this 
project. 

•	 Mirrored perspex or plastic is reflective perspex/plastic glued to a plastic backing. It is available through Plastic 
Fabricators found in the Yellow pages. If you order 3 cm strips then all you need do is cut it into lengths. 
Alternatively, try good craft shops, or www.trylon.co.uk. 

•	 A completed sample will inspire the children and also make the leaders lead by experience after having made 
their own.

Instructions:
1.	 Cut a 15 cm length from a cardboard cylinder.

2.	 Using a felt pen, trace a bottle lid onto the clear plastic or perspex and cut out. 

3.	 Place six coloured stones into the lid, cover with the plastic circle and secure with adhesive tape.

4.	 Push the lid inside one end of the cylinder and secure with adhesive tape.

5.	 Using a hot metal skewer, make a hole in 
another lid to use as a peep-hole. This must 
be done under adult supervision or, with 
younger children, the leaders may wish to do 
it beforehand. The skewers can be heated over 
a gas or candle flame and the lids placed on 
wooden cutting boards or layers of newspaper.

6.	 Tape the strips of mirrored plastic into a triangular prism 
with the mirror sides facing inwards. This should slide 
inside the cylinder. Secure with adhesive tape 1 cm from 
the open end of the roll.

7.	 Place the lid with the peep-hole into the open end of the 
cylinder and secure with adhesive tape.

8.	 Decorate the outside of the cylinder with Contact 
or paper.
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1. Betrayed! Jesus Arrested—Judas turns Him in

Read about it. Read about it! 

Jesus of Nazareth has been arrested in Jerusalem after being betrayed by a disciple, Judas. The 
Roman soldiers sent by the Pharisees and chief priests arrested Jesus. One soldier’s ear was cut 
off in the scuffle that broke out at the arrest. Jesus healed the soldier and told His disciples not to 
resist because He had to do what He came for.

2. High priest sends Jesus to Roman Governor 

Read about it. Read about it! 

Jesus has been sent to Pilate, the Roman Governor after being questioned by the High Priest. 
Jesus has been tied up and hit. He refused to answer the High Priest’s questions, but only said 
that He had never hidden His teaching. Jesus is now believed to be in the hands of Pilate, where 
He awaits a trial.

3. Jesus abandoned by close friend

Read about it. Read about it! 

As Jesus has been arrested, His disciples have scattered and are nowhere to be seen. A crushing 
blow to Jesus happened when one of His closest friends, Simon Peter, three times denied ever 
knowing Jesus. When Peter was asked about Jesus, he said he never knew Him. This must be 
hurtful for Jesus. In His hour of greatest need, even His friends pretend they don’t know Him.

4. Death sentence for Jesus of Nazareth

Read about it. Read about it! 

Jesus of Nazareth has been sentenced to die on a cross. Pilate said he could find no evidence 
against Jesus but gave in to the wishes of the crowd, who shouted ‘Kill him, kill him’. Pilate 
ordered that Jesus be beaten with a whip and given a crown of thorns. 

Jesus said that Pilate had no power over Him, except what God had allowed him. Pilate tried to 
find a way out of killing Jesus but was afraid of the crowd. The crowd wanted Jesus to die!

5. Is it over? Jesus dies on a cross

Read about it. Read about it! 

After an agonising walk carrying His cross, Jesus was crucified on the hill called Golgotha. He was 
badly beaten, then nailed to a cross with common criminals on either side of Him. 

Jesus hung on the cross for hours before finally saying ‘It is finished’, and then He died. People 
are now left wondering about all Jesus said and did. Is it all over?

6. Hopes fade with ‘Messiah’ in tomb

Read about it. Read about it! 

The hopes of the followers of Jesus were dashed today. They thought He was the Messiah, but 
Jesus was finally laid in a tomb. Those who had put their faith in Him must now realise they were 
wrong. It seems that Jesus was just another great man who has now died.
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Easter Extra!
Easter story cookies
This is a great recipe to teach your children the REAL story of Easter. Do this activity BEFORE Easter Sunday. 

A unique way for retelling the Easter story is by making Easter or Resurrection cookies. You could make the 
cookies with the children the week before Easter Sunday. Optional Bible readings are included to read with the 
children as they prepare the cookie mix.

After baking, these biscuits are left in the oven overnight. In the morning they are hollow, just like Jesus’ tomb. 

You will need:

	 1 cup whole pecans
	 1 teaspoon vinegar
	 3 egg whites
	 a pinch salt
	 1 cup sugar
	 a ziplock bag
	 1 wooden spoon
	 waxed paper (baking parchment)
	 baking tray
	 an electric mixer
	 A Bible

Instructions:

1.	 Preheat oven to 180ºC (this is very important—don’t wait until you are half done with the recipe).

2.	 Cover the biscuit tray with waxed paper (baking parchment) and set aside.

3.	 Place pecans in ziplock bag and let children beat them with the wooden spoon to break into small 
pieces. You may need to crush them some more after the children are done. As the children do this, explain 
that after Jesus was arrested He was beaten by the Roman soldiers. (Read John 19 v 1–3.)

4.	 Let each child smell the vinegar. Add 1 teaspoon vinegar into mixing bowl. Explain that when Jesus was 
thirsty on the cross, He was given vinegar to drink. (Read John 19 v 28–30.)

5.	 Add egg whites to the vinegar. Tell the children that eggs represent life. Explain that Jesus gave His life in 
order to give us eternal life. (Read John 10 v 10–11.)

6.	 Sprinkle a little salt into each child’s hand.  Let them taste it and brush the rest into the bowl. Explain that 
this represents the salty tears shed by Jesus’ followers when He died. (Read Luke 23 v 27.)

7.	 Note that so far the ingredients are not very appetising. Add 1 cup sugar to the mix and explain that the 
sweetest part of the story is that Jesus died because He loves us. He wants us to know Him and belong to 
Him. (Read John 3 v 16.)

8.	 Beat the mixture on high speed for 12 to 15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed. Fold in the broken nuts. 
Drop a teaspoonful at a time onto the baking tray. Explain that each mound represents the rocky tomb 
where Jesus’ body was laid. (Read John 19 v 41–42.)

9.	 Put the tray in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF.  

10.	On Easter Sunday give everyone a cookie. Notice the cracked surface and take a bite. The cookies are 
hollow!  On the first Easter Day, Jesus’ followers were amazed to find the tomb open and empty.  
(Read John 20 v 1–8.)
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News script
Newsreader Janita/Joe Rabin (male or female):
Welcome again to Channel 8 news. Making 
news tonight, a camel goes on the rampage in a 
Jerusalem market; Roman governor confined to 
his sick bed; and Chariot registration to go up 
by 15% from next year.

But first to our main story. This is a story we 
thought had been put to rest, but tonight 
we again hear about Jesus of Nazareth! His 
followers say He has risen from the dead and 
has appeared to them many times over the 
last few days. His death by crucifixion was 
confirmed recently. Can He have come back to 
life? Mary Magdalene says yes and she joins us 
from her home now.

Welcome Mary, this sounds a bit far-fetched 
doesn’t it? What’s going on?

Mary Magdalene (looking very happy): Yes, thanks 
for having me, Janita/Joe. I would have thought 
this story to have been hard to believe too, 
if I hadn’t seen Jesus with my own eyes and 
spoken to Him. It is absolutely amazing.

Janita/Joe Rabin: I understand you were one of 
the first people on the scene. Can you describe 
what happened?

Mary Magdalene: I was devastated by Jesus’ 
death. I saw Him dying on the cross in agony. I 
didn’t know what to do. On the Sunday I went 
to the tomb where His body had been placed. 
But the stone at the entrance was not there, 
and I could see the body had gone.

Janita/Joe Rabin: That must have been quite a 
shock for you. What did you do next?

Mary Magdalene: I rushed back to tell Peter and 
John. They ran to the tomb. When they saw 
Jesus’ body wasn’t there they left, but I stayed.

        �PICTURE 1:   Display picture number 1—Mary 
talking to Jesus outside the open tomb.

The next thing I knew, someone was standing 
next to me asking me why I was crying. I 
thought it was the gardener. When He spoke 
my name, I suddenly realised it was Jesus 
speaking to me. My heart leapt. I almost 
fainted. We spoke for a while and then I went 
to tell the others.

Janita/Joe Rabin: Yes, Mary is not the only one 
claiming to have seen the risen Jesus, but 
Thomas, I understand you were not convinced 
to begin with. Thanks for joining us.

Thomas: You are right, Janita/Joe. I wasn’t 
with the others when they first saw Jesus. 
When they told me, I didn’t believe them. I just 
thought they were really upset that Jesus had 
died and that it was all just wishful thinking. 
I told them this. A week later, we were all in 
a locked room when, out of nowhere, Jesus 
appeared among us. I was stunned. It was all 
true. Jesus had come back to life. 

        �PICTURE 2:   Display picture number 2— Jesus 
appearing before Thomas and the other 
disciples.)

Janita/Joe Rabin: What did Jesus have to say 
to you?

Thomas: He knew I hadn’t believed. He told 
me to stop doubting and to have faith. He 
then said that the people who have faith in 
Jesus without having seen Him, are the really 
blessed ones. I knew He was right. We need to 
have faith in Jesus, and I have been fortunate 
enough to see Him with my own eyes. He is my 
Lord. He is God.

Janita/Joe Rabin: Thanks Thomas. Now to 
Nathanael. You were one of Jesus’ first 
disciples. Do you also say that He is now risen 
from the dead?

Nathanael: That’s right, Janita/Joe. I have been 
with Jesus from the start, and looking back 
it shouldn’t have been a surprise to see Jesus 
conquer death. He had shown us all along that 
He was the Messiah, the Son of God. Still, it 
came as a great shock when He was killed. But 
that was nothing compared to the shock of 
seeing Him come back to life.

Janita/Joe Rabin: You have seen Jesus more 
than once?

Nathanael: Yes, just recently some of us, 
including Peter, Thomas, James and John were 
out fishing. As we came to shore, Jesus was 
standing there. We hadn’t caught a thing. He 
told us to lower our nets on the right side of 
the boat. 
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This seemed a bit strange, but we did as He said 
and we pulled in the biggest and best catch of 
fish I have ever seen. It was amazing.

        �PICTURE 3:   Display picture number 3—Jesus 
on the shore—the disciples hauling in a great 
catch of fish.

Janita/Joe Rabin: Another of the disciples to join 
us from his boat on Lake Tiberias is Peter. Have 
you had any big catches today, Peter?

Peter: Nothing like the catch that Nathanael was 
talking about. We’ve caught a few fish today.

Janita/Joe Rabin: Peter, you also have been 
spending time with Jesus after His resurrection. 
I understand there was some controversy 
involving you, when Jesus was arrested by the 
Romans before He was executed.

Peter: Yes, I am afraid that’s true. I stayed 
nearby while Jesus was being tried and 
tortured. I couldn’t bear to see Him suffer like 
that. When I was asked whether I was one of 
Jesus’ friends I said that I wasn’t. I was really 
afraid of what they would do to me if I said 
yes. 

Janita/Joe Rabin: That doesn’t sound like the 
behaviour of a good friend.

Peter: No, you are right. I am really ashamed 
of what I did. I guess I failed on that occasion. 
But the thing is, Jesus has forgiven me. He has 
given me and the other disciples the job of 
looking after people who trust in Jesus. 

        �PICTURE 4:   Display picture number 4—Jesus 
talking to Peter.

I know beyond doubt now that Jesus is the Son 
of God, and I won’t have any trouble in future 
telling anyone that I am one of Jesus’ friends. 
It doesn’t matter what they say or do to me. I 
know who my king is.

Janita/Joe Rabin: Well, thank you for being with us. 

That is the latest on the Jesus saga. His 
followers look more committed to telling 
people about Jesus than ever. It really is an 
amazing story. I suppose we all have to face 
Jesus and decide for ourselves whether He is 
worth trusting.

This is Janita/Joe Rabin. Goodnight.
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