
JOHN

SCRIPTURE JOURNAL 
FOR KIDS

SCRIPTURE JOURNAL 
FOR KIDS

W H E AT O N ,  I L L I N O I S   —   E S V . O R G

Title_Logo.indd   1Title_Logo.indd   1 1/21/25   2:22 PM1/21/25   2:22 PM

43.John.indd   143.John.indd   1 5/13/26   8:59 AM5/13/26   8:59 AM



The Biggest Story Scripture Journal for Kids: John (ESV)

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®) 
© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers 
All rights reserved.

ESV Text Edition: 2025

The ESV text may not be quoted in any publication made available to the public by a Creative Com-
mons license. The ESV may not be translated in whole or in part into any other language.

Permissions notice: Crossway’s Standard Use Guidelines allow for the ESV text to be quoted in print, 
digital, and audio formats up to and inclusive of five hundred (500) verses without a formal license 
or express written permission of Crossway, provided that the verses quoted do not amount to more 
than one-half of any one book of the Bible or its equivalent measured in bytes, nor do the verses 
quoted account for twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the total text of the work in which they 
are quoted, and the verses are not being quoted in a commentary or other biblical reference work.

Permission or license requests that exceed the above guidelines require written permission or a 
formal license. To obtain written permission or a formal license as required, please complete and 
submit Crossway’s online form at www.crossway.org/permissions/.

Notice of copyright must appear as follows on the title page or copyright page of printed works quot-
ing from the ESV, or in a corresponding location when the ESV is quoted in other media:

“Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. ESV Text Edition: 2025. 
The ESV text may not be quoted in any publication made available to the public by a Creative 
Commons license. The ESV may not be translated in whole or in part into any other language. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.”

When more than one Bible translation is quoted in printed works or other media, the foregoing 
notice of copyright should begin as follows:

“Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from . . . [etc.]”; or, “Scripture quota-
tions marked (ESV) are from . . . [etc.].”

The “ESV” and “English Standard Version” are registered trademarks of Crossway. Use of either trade-
mark requires the permission of Crossway.

When quotations from the ESV text are used in non-saleable print and digital media, such as church 
bulletins, orders of service, posters, transparencies, or similar media, a complete copyright notice is 
not required, but the initials (ESV) must appear at the end of the quotation.

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) is adapted from the Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible, copyright Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. All rights reserved.

The ESV Bible is available for free access online and on mobile devices everywhere worldwide at 
www.ESV.org.

Cover Artwork: Don Clark for Invisible Creature, Inc.

Printed in China 
Published by Crossway 
Wheaton, Illinois 60187, USA 
crossway.org

RRD 35 34 33 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 

14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

43.John.indd   243.John.indd   2 5/13/26   8:59 AM5/13/26   8:59 AM



The Bible
The words of the Bible are the very words of God our Creator speaking 
to us. They are completely truthful;1 they are pure; 2 they are powerful;3 
and they are wise and righteous.4 We should read these words with rev-
erence and awe,5 and with joy and delight.6 Through these words God 
gives us eternal life,7 and daily nourishes our spiritual lives.8

The ESV Translation
The English Standard Version® (ESV ®) stands in the classic stream of 
English Bible translations that goes back nearly five centuries. In this 
stream, accurate faithfulness to the original text is combined with sim-
plicity, beauty, and dignity of expression. Our goal has been to carry 
forward this legacy for this generation and generations to come.

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks as far as pos-
sible to reproduce the meaning and structure of the original text and 
the personal style of each Bible writer. We have sought to be “as literal 
as possible” while maintaining clear expression and literary excellence. 
Therefore the ESV is well suited for both personal reading and church 
ministry, for devotional reflection and serious study, and for Scripture 
memorization.

ABOUT THE ESV

1 Ps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 2 Ps. 12:6 3 Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23 4 Ps. 19:7–11 
5 Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2 6 Pss. 19:7–11; 119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16 7 John 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23 
8 Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4
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About the ESV ﻿� iv

The ESV Publishing Team
The ESV publishing team has included more than a hundred people. 
The fourteen-member Translation Oversight Committee benefited 
from the work of fifty biblical experts serving as Translation Review 
Scholars and from the comments of the more than fifty members of 
the Advisory Council. This international team from many denominations 
shares a common commitment to the truth of God’s word and to his-
toric Christian orthodoxy.

To God’s Honor and Praise
We know that no Bible translation is perfect; but we also know that 
God uses imperfect and inadequate things to his honor and praise. So 
to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and to his people—we offer 
what we have done, with our prayers that it may prove useful, with 
gratitude for much help given, and with ongoing wonder that our God 
should ever have entrusted to us so momentous a task.

Soli Deo Gloria!—To God alone be the glory!
The Translation Oversight Committee
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Timeline

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O

JOH N

Who Wrote It?
John, along with his brother James, was a son of Zebedee, a fisherman, 
and one of the twelve apostles. He calls himself “the disciple whom 
Jesus loved.”

What’s It About?
John tells us just why he wrote his Gospel: “Jesus did many other signs 
in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 
but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” 
(20:30–31). When John says “signs” he means certain miracles that 
point to, or symbolize, certain truths. There are seven signs in John’s 
Gospel, and the last one—the raising of Lazarus from the dead—reflects 
what Jesus said right before the miracle: “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live” (11:25).

As you read, look for these seven signs. Also look for what John teaches 
about who Jesus is (the Christ, the Son of God, the Word, the sent Son, 
I Am), how we should respond to him (believe, abide, obey), how we 
should treat others (love), and what we receive when we respond to 
Jesus in faith (joy, eternal “life in his name,” 20:31).

c. 3 BC

Birth of Jesus

c. AD 85–95

John’s Gospel written

c. AD 30–33

Jesus’s ministry, death, 
resurrection
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Character Profiles

John
One of the twelve apostles, and James’s brother. 
In addition to the Gospel bearing his name, John 
wrote the books of 1–3 John and Revelation.

Nicodemus
A Pharisee and a member of the powerful Jewish 
governing body, the Sanhedrin. Nicodemus asked 
Jesus good questions and was changed by Jesus’s 
answers. 

Lazarus
A close friend of Jesus, who became very sick and 
sadly died. Jesus cried out a few words to this 
lifeless man, and Lazarus walked out of his tomb.

Mary Magdalene
A faithful, courageous disciple of Jesus. Mary was 
miraculously healed by Jesus, and she became the 
first person to see him after his resurrection.

Thomas
One of the twelve apostles, who had a hard time 
believing that Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus was 
gracious to him, as we should be when people 
have weak faith.
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You Are Here

c. AD 30–33
The majority of the Gospel of John takes place in and 
around Jerusalem, where Jesus was betrayed, accused, 
and crucified. But this book was written for the whole 
world (20:31), that we might know and believe that 
Jesus is Lord of all!
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Glory: The glory of Mount Everest is its height—it is what makes it unique and beautiful 
and spectacular. When we want to see how glorious (spectacular and beautiful) God is, we 
should look at Jesus (17:22, 24). The Son of God displays the glory of God the Father—he 
is full of grace and truth (1:14; 12:41)!

T H E  G O S P E L  A C C O R D I N G  T O

JOH N

The Word Became Flesh

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 

with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without 

him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, 

and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 

might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came 

to bear witness about the light.
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 

into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to 

his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all 

who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 

nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
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Read John 1:1–5. Jesus is “the Word” (1:1). His life—what he does, 
says, and is—tells us what God is like. And what do we learn about 
God? John 1:4 says that he is “life” and “light.” Jesus enters our dark 
and sinful world. He comes to show us that God is full of life and light 
that shines in the darkness.

What would it look like for a bright light to shine in a dark cave? 
Draw a scene where light shines into the darkness.
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John 1� 6

full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and 

cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 

me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the 

law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; God the only Son, 

who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 

you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am 

not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you 

Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 

answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need 

to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?” 23 He said, “I am  the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 

Isaiah said.”
24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked 

him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 

Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, 

“I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not 

know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose san-

dal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Behold, the Lamb of God
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
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John 1� 8

30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know 

him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 

might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw 

the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained 

on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to 

baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 

descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is 

the Son of God.”

Jesus Calls the First Disciples
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disci-

ples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 

the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and 

they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and 

said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, 

“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He 

said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw 

where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for 

it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John 

speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We 

have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought 

him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the 

son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip 

and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, 

43.John.indd   843.John.indd   8 5/13/26   8:59 AM5/13/26   8:59 AM



Read John 1:35–39. John the Baptist calls Jesus “the Lamb of God” 
(1:36). When two of John’s disciples (followers) hear this, they leave 
John and begin following Jesus. They want to follow the one God sent 
to take away the sin of the world (1:29). Jesus notices these two dis-
ciples following him and turns to ask them what they want (1:38). This 
question is for you too. Why do you want to follow Jesus? What are 
you hoping for?

In the space below, write a prayer to Jesus. Tell the Lamb of 
God what you want, why you are seeking him. You can say, 
“Jesus, I want to follow you because ____________.”
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John 2� 10

the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and 

said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law 

and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 

out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, 

an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael 

said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, 

“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, 

I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the 

Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, 

“Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you 

believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said 

to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, 

and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son 

of Man.”

The Wedding at Cana

2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, 

and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited 

to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine ran out, the 

mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus 

said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My 

hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do 

whatever he tells you.”
6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish 

rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 

filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw 

some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 
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John 2� 12

Signs: Jesus works lots of miracles (20:30–31). In John’s Gospel they are often called “signs” 
(2:18, 23). Why? Just like a store sign points people to the store, the miracles point peo-
ple to God. Jesus performs at least seven signs in John (2:1–11; 4:46–54; 5:1–15; 6:1–14; 
6:16–21; 9:1–12; 11:1–43). The first is when he changes water into wine (2:1–11)!

9 When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 

wine, and did not know where it came from (though the ser-

vants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast 

called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves 

the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then 

the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 
11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 

manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother 

and his brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for 

a few days.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up 

to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were sell-

ing oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers 

sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them 

all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured 

out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their 

tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these 

things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 
17 His disciples remembered that it was written,  “Zeal for your 

house will consume me.”
18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for 

doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then 
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Read John 2:13–17. The temple is not supposed to be a noisy place—
full of cows mooing, sheep baaing, and people selling stuff. God wants 
his house to be a place set apart for worship. But people have turned 
it into a busy marketplace. So Jesus takes action to remove the distrac-
tions. He loves his Father and cares deeply about honoring his Father’s 
house.

Make a list of five things that distract you from worshiping and 
spending time with God. Circle the biggest one and ask God to 
help you take steps to remove that distraction.
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John 3� 14

said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 

you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the 

temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the 

dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they 

believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Jesus Knows What Is in Man
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many 

believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was 

doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, 

because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear wit-

ness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

You Must Be Born Again

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, 

a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and 

said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from 

God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 

with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 

old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and 

be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the king-

dom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said 

to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it 

wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where 

it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.”
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John 3� 16

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 

answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 

understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 

what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you 

do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things 

and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heav-

enly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted 

up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

For God So Loved the World
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but who-

ever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 

not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is 

the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people 

loved the darkness rather than the light because their works 

were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the 

light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 

exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, 

so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried 

out in God.”

John the Baptist Exalts Christ
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean 

countryside, and he remained there with them and was 
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Read John 3:16–19. This world is dark because it is full of sin and sad-
ness. Yet God loves this dark world. He sent his Son to be the light, to 
rescue people who trust him as their Savior. But many people do not 
like the light because they love their sin more than they love Jesus. 
So every person faces a choice. You can either turn to the light and 
let Jesus rescue you from your sin. Or you can hide from the light and 
remain in the darkness. Which way do you want to live?

Draw a picture of a plant or animal that loves and grows in the 
light.
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John 4� 18

baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 

because water was plentiful there, and people were coming 

and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison).
25 Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disci-

ples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they came to John 

and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you across the 

Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, 

and all are going to him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot 

receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 
28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the 

Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the 

bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who 

stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 

voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must 

increase, but I must decrease.”
31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the 

earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way. He 

who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He bears witness to 

what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testi-

mony. 33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, 

that God is true. 34 For he whom God has sent utters the words 

of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35 The Father 

loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 36 Whoever 

believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the 

Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria

4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard 

that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than 

John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his 
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John 4� 20

disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And 

he had to pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of 

Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to 

his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as 

he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was 

about the sixth hour.
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to 

her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone away into 

the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, 

“How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman 

of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who 

it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have 

asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The 

woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water 

with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 
12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well 

and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 
13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will 

be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will 

give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give 

him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eter-

nal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so 

that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 

17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said 

to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you 

have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not 

your husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said 

to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
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Read John 4:7–14. Jesus is talking to a woman. That might seem nor-
mal, but back then it was really awkward. Jesus is from Israel; the 
woman is from Samaria (those two nations were not usually friendly; 
see 4:9). The woman wonders why he’s even talking to her. Jesus says 
that if she really knew who he was, she would do more than talk with 
him. She would ask him for living water. Jesus explains that people who 
drink ordinary water will get thirsty again. But the water he gives is 
different, becoming a spring of life. Jesus says God loves to give (“the 
gift of God,” 4:10), and the living water Jesus gives is the amazing life 
that only he can give!

Make a list of five things you want to ask God for. Don’t be 
afraid to ask. Pray to him regularly. As you pray, also ask Jesus 
to give you the living water. He loves to give good gifts to his 
children.
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worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem 

is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to 

her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 

this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 

know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is com-

ing, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 

people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship 

him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to 

him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). 

When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, 

“I who speak to you am he.”
27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he 

was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you 

seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman 

left her water jar and went away into town and said to the 

people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. 

Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were 

coming to him.
31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, 

eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not 

know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has any-

one brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My 

food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish 

his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then 

comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see 

that the fields are white for harvest. 36 Already the one who 

reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, 

so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the 
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saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you 

to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, 

and you have entered into their labor.”
39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because 

of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So 

when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay 

with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more 

believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It 

is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we 

have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the 

Savior of the world.”
43 After the two days he departed for Galilee. 44 (For Jesus 

himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own 

hometown.) 45 So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans wel-

comed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at 

the feast. For they too had gone to the feast.

Jesus Heals an Official’s Son
46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made 

the water wine. And at Capernaum there was an official whose 

son was ill. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from 

Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down 

and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 48 So Jesus 

said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not 

believe.” 49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before 

my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” 

The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went 

on his way. 51 As he was going down, his servants met him 

and told him that his son was recovering. 52 So he asked them 

the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, 
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Read John 4:46–50. In this story, a man, an important leader (“official,” 
4:46), tries to find Jesus. What’s his plan? To ask Jesus to come back 
to his house and heal his son who’s really sick and about to die. Jesus 
does not go with the man. Instead, Jesus just sends him home—by him-
self. The man must have been really sad. Yet he still trusts Jesus. And 
even though Jesus doesn’t go with the man, Jesus still heals his son!

Write a story about a time when you were really disappointed, 
but you still trusted God. How did that story turn out?
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“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 53 The father 

knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your 

son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household. 
54 This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had 

come from Judea to Galilee.

The Healing at the Pool on the Sabbath

5 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went 

up to Jerusalem.
2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in 

Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. 
3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and par-

alyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an invalid for 

thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew 

that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, 

“Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, 

“Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is 

stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before 

me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 
9 And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and 

walked.

Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man 

who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for 

you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The man 

who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and 

walk.’ ” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, 

‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been 

healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as 

there was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him 

in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, 
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Life: Both God the Father and the Son have always been alive; they have life in themselves 
(5:26). But God also gives eternal life to people (5:21; 6:63), to whoever believes in Jesus 
(3:16; 5:24; 6:40). Matthew, Mark, and Luke often talk about people’s entering God’s king-
dom. John says the same thing but usually calls it entering eternal life.

that nothing worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away 

and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 And 

this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he 

was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered 

them, “My Father is working until now, and I am working.”

Jesus Is Equal with God
18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, 

because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even 

calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.

The Authority of the Son
19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son 

can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the 

Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does 

likewise. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all 

that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will 

he show him, so that you may marvel. 21 For as the Father 

raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life 

to whom he will. 22 For the Father judges no one, but has given 

all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as 

they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does 

not honor the Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, 

whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 

eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed 

from death to life.
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Read John 5:16–19. The Jewish leaders are angry with Jesus. He heals 
a man, but he does it on the Sabbath day, which is against their rules. 
Jesus responds by talking about his Father. He says that his Father 
is always working and that he is working too (5:17). This makes the 
Jewish leaders even more angry. They realize Jesus is calling God his 
own Father and claiming that he is “equal with God” (5:18). Jesus also 
says that he does what he sees his Father doing (5:19). So when Jesus 
works on the Sabbath, it’s a good thing to do. Isn’t it good news to 
know that Jesus is always working for his people?

Write out four character lists—one for Jesus, one for the Jewish 
leaders, one for the man who was healed, and one for someone 
you know. Use this story to write short descriptions of each 
one. How are they different or the same?
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25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now 

here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and 

those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, 

so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he 

has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is 

the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming 

when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come 

out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and 

those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.

Witnesses to Jesus
30 “I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my 

judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will 

of him who sent me. 31 If I alone bear witness about myself, my 

testimony is not true. 32 There is another who bears witness 

about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about 

me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he has borne witness to 

the truth. 34 Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, 

but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was a 

burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for 

a while in his light. 36 But the testimony that I have is greater 

than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me 

to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness 

about me that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who 

sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you 

have never heard, his form you have never seen, 38 and you do 

not have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the 

one whom he has sent. 39 You search the Scriptures because 

you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they 

that bear witness about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me 
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that you may have life. 41 I do not receive glory from people. 
42 But I know that you do not have the love of God within you. 
43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive 

me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 
44 How can you believe, when you receive glory from one 

another and do not seek the glory that comes from the only 

God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There 

is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your 

hope. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for 

he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not believe his writings, how 

will you believe my words?”

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

6 After this  Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of 

Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2 And a large crowd 

was following him, because they saw the signs that he was 

doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there 

he sat down with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast 

of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and see-

ing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said 

to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people 

may eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what 

he would do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii 

worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get 

a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 

said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves 

and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10 Jesus said, 

“Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the 

place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 
11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, 
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Read John 6:1–15. In verses 1–2, the crowds follow Jesus because of 
the miracles (“signs”) he performs when healing sick people. After 
enjoying another miracle that gave them free food, they want to make 
Jesus their king (6:14–15). Many of these people seem to have bad 
motives; they want to follow Jesus only because he can do good things 
for them. They don’t love Jesus; they just love what he gives them. 
They want to use Jesus to accomplish their own plan, not let him use 
them to accomplish his plan. What about you? Why do you follow 
Jesus?

Make two lists. At the top of one list write “My Plans,” and at 
the top of the other write “Jesus’s Plans.” Fill out both lists, 
then compare and pray about them.
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he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, 

as much as they wanted. 12 And when they had eaten their fill, 

he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that 

nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up and filled 

twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left 

by those who had eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign that 

he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to 

come into the world!”
15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take 

him by force to make him king, Jesus  withdrew again to the 

mountain by himself.

Jesus Walks on Water
16 When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 

17 got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It 

was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 The sea 

became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 When 

they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 

walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were 

frightened. 20 But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 
21 Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and imme-

diately the boat was at the land to which they were going.

I Am the Bread of Life
22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side 

of the sea saw that there had been only one boat there, and 

that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that 

his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias 

came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the 

Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus 
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Believe: Some people “believed” Jesus—but only so they could get food or other 
blessings from him (6:27, 30). Jesus came so people would believe that he is the Son 
of God (20:31) and so they would trust him as the true Savior from sin (3:16, 36; 4:42; 
6:47).

was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the 

boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.
25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they 

said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26  Jesus 

answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking 

me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill 

of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for 

the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man 

will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 
28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the 

works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of 

God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they 

said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and 

believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate the 

manna in the wilderness; as it is written,  ‘He gave them bread 

from heaven to eat.’ ” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, 

I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 

heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 
33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven 

and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us 

this bread always.”
35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes 

to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 

never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet 

do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, 

and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have 
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Read John 6:35. Seven times in John’s Gospel, Jesus uses “I am” to 
start describing himself: “I am the light of the world” (8:12), “I am the 
good shepherd” (10:11), and so on. Here Jesus says, “I am the bread 
of life.” He provided lots of bread to feed the huge crowd (6:1–13). 
But this isn’t just a miracle—it’s a “sign” (6:14). And this sign points 
to something else. The bread they ate points to the real bread. This 
“bread” gives eternal life. When you read your Bible or go to church, 
do you see the person it is pointing to?

Imagine that you are explaining this verse to a younger child. 
This child has never been to church before, and you are prepar-
ing her for what she will see and hear in church. What would 
you say to her?
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come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will 

of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent 

me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, 

but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my 

Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in 

him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 

last day.”
41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am 

the bread that came down from heaven.” 42  They said, “Is 

not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother 

we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from 

heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among 

yourselves. 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who 

sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 
45 It is written in the Prophets,  ‘And they will all be taught by 

God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father 

comes to me— 46 not that anyone has seen the Father except 

he who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say 

to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of 

life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they 

died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so 

that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that 

came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will 

live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the 

world is my flesh.”
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How 

can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 

Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever 

feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and 
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I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, 

and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and 

drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the living 

Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 

feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread 

that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers 

ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 
59 Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at 

Capernaum.

The Words of Eternal Life
60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is 

a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in 

himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to 

them, “Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to 

see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is 

the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words 

that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are 

some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the 

beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it 

was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told 

you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by 

the Father.”
66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer 

walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want 

to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 

whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and 

we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the 

Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose 

you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 71 He spoke of 
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Read John 6:66–71. Sometimes people follow Jesus for a short time. 
When they don’t like what he says or does, they go back home. So 
Jesus asks the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” (6:67). There 
are two reasons the disciples keep following Jesus. First, from the dis-
ciples’ standpoint, they’d decided to follow Jesus. They know he is the 
only path to God and the only way to eternal life (6:68). Second, even 
before the disciples chose Jesus, he had chosen them (6:70). When you 
choose to follow Jesus, it’s because he’s already chosen you.

Write a prayer thanking God for salvation and eternal life. 
Praise him for choosing you and loving you. Tell him how much 
you love and choose him.
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Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was 

going to betray him.

Jesus at the Feast of Booths

7 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go 

about in Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill 

him. 2 Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 So his 

brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your 

disciples also may see the works you are doing. 4 For no one 

works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these 

things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For not even his brothers 

believed in him. 6 Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet 

come, but your time is always here. 7 The world cannot hate 

you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works 

are evil. 8 You go up to the feast. I am not going up to this 

feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After saying this, 

he remained in Galilee.
10 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also 

went up, not publicly but in private. 11 The Jews were looking 

for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” 12 And there 

was much muttering about him among the people. While 

some said, “He is a good man,” others said, “No, he is lead-

ing the people astray.” 13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke 

openly of him.
14  About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the 

temple and began teaching. 15 The Jews therefore marveled, 

saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has 

never studied?” 16 So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is 

not mine, but his who sent me. 17 If anyone’s will is to do 

God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or 
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whether I am speaking on my own authority. 18 The one who 

speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one 

who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him 

there is no falsehood. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? 

Yet none of you keeps the law. Why do you seek to kill me?” 
20 The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking 

to kill you?” 21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you 

all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you circumcision (not that it 

is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a 

man on the Sabbath. 23 If on the Sabbath a man receives cir-

cumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, are 

you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man’s 

whole body well? 24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge 

with right judgment.”

Can This Be the Christ?
25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this 

the man whom they seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking 

openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the author-

ities really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where 

this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, no one 

will know where he comes from.” 28 So Jesus proclaimed, as 

he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know where 

I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who 

sent me is true, and him you do not know. 29 I know him, for 

I come from him, and he sent me.” 30 So they were seeking to 

arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour 

had not yet come. 31 Yet many of the people believed in him. 

They said, “When the Christ appears, will he do more signs 

than this man has done?”
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Read John 7:25–30. Some of the religious leaders do not recognize 
that Jesus is “the Christ” sent to save them. So they want to arrest 
Jesus and have him killed (7:25). Later, their plan succeeds, and Jesus 
is arrested and killed. Yet John 7:30 reminds us that Jesus’s death is 
part of God’s plan. It won’t happen until the exact time (“hour”) God 
has planned. The leaders have a terrible plan for Jesus, but God’s very 
good plan is far greater.

Create a list (or poem) describing all the things you love about 
Jesus.
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Spirit: The Holy Spirit is mentioned many times in John. He is called “the Spirit,” and he 
comes down on Jesus like a dove (1:32–33). He is also called “the Spirit of truth” (14:17; 
15:26; 16:13) and “the Holy Spirit” (14:26; 20:22). The Spirit gives people new birth (3:6, 8) 
and eternal life (3:5; 6:63).

Officers Sent to Arrest Jesus
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things 

about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers 

to arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little 

longer, and then I am going to him who sent me. 34 You will 

seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot 

come.” 35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man 

intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go 

to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 
36 What does he mean by saying, ‘You will seek me and you 

will not find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?”

Rivers of Living Water
37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up 

and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and 

drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 

‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 39 Now this he 

said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were 

to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because 

Jesus was not yet glorified.

Division Among the People
40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, 

“This really is the Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” 

But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? 42 Has not 

the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of 
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David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David 

was?” 43 So there was a division among the people over him. 
44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands 

on him.
45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, 

who said to them, “Why did you not bring him?” 46 The officers 

answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 47 The Pharisees 

answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of 

the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this 

crowd that does not know the law is accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, 

who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said 

to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man without first giving him 

a hearing and learning what he does?” 52 They replied, “Are 

you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises 

from Galilee.”

[The earliest manuscripts do 

not include 7:53–8:11.]

The Woman Caught in Adultery

8 [[53 They went each to his own house, 1 but Jesus went to 

the Mount of Olives. 2 Early in the morning he came again 

to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down 

and taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 

woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in 

the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been 

caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses com-

manded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 6 This 

they said to test him, that they might have some charge to 

bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger 
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Read John 7:45–47. Jesus is both fully human and fully God. How 
incredible! Even some of Jesus’s enemies are stunned by his teaching. 
They know something is different about him. They know he is no ordi-
nary teacher: “No one ever spoke like this man!” (7:46).

What is your favorite story about Jesus? Explain why, then write 
a few sentences about what that story teaches you about him.
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on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood 

up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you 

be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent 

down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they 

went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and 

Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 
10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? 

Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And 

Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on 

sin no more.”]]

I Am the Light of the World
12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the 

world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, 

“You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is 

not true.” 14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about 

myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from 

and where I am going, but you do not know where I come 

from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; 

I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for 

it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 
17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is 

true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the 

Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 19 They said to 

him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You 

know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would 

know my Father also.” 20 These words he spoke in the treasury, 

as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because 

his hour had not yet come.

43.John.indd   5043.John.indd   50 5/13/26   8:59 AM5/13/26   8:59 AM



43.John.indd   5143.John.indd   51 5/13/26   8:59 AM5/13/26   8:59 AM



John 8� 52

21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will 

seek me, and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you 

cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since 

he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to 

them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this 

world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die 

in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die 

in your sins.” 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said 

to them, “Just what I have been telling you from the begin-

ning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, but 

he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have 

heard from him.” 27 They did not understand that he had been 

speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, 

“When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know 

that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but 

speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is 

with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things 

that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was saying these things, 

many believed in him.

The Truth Will Set You Free
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you 

abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32  and you 

will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They 

answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never 

been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will 

become free’?”
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone 

who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain 

in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son 
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Read John 8:31–34. Do you ever feel that rules are like ropes that tie 
you up and keep you from living free? Jesus says that living according 
to his words does the opposite—it brings true freedom! And when you 
sin and do what you want, that actually takes your freedom away! Sin 
promises freedom, but it traps you instead.

Write a short story about a fish that wanted freedom on dry 
land, but then discovered that leaving the water was not free-
dom after all.
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sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are off-

spring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word 

finds no place in you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my 

Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.”

You Are of Your Father the Devil
39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to 

them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing 

the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to kill me, a man 

who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not 

what Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your father 

did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immo-

rality. We have one Father—even God.” 42 Jesus said to them, 

“If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from 

God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent 

me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because 

you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the 

devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out 

of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But 

because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one 

of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not 

believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The 

reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.”

Before Abraham Was, I Am
48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that 

you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, 

“I  do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you 
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I Am: In John’s Gospel Jesus tells people that he has the same identity as the God of Israel 
in the Old Testament (“I am am,” Ex. 3:14). In at least seven other places in John Jesus uses 
those same words (6:35; 8:12; 10:7, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1). For example, he says, “I am the 
good shepherd” (10:11).

dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One 

who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if 

anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52 The Jews 

said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham 

died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 

word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our 

father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do 

you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify 

myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, 

of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not known 

him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, 

I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his 

word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my 

day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are 

not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus 

said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, 

I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus 

hid himself and went out of the temple.

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

9 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his 

disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 

his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was 

not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works 

of God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works 

of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no 
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Read John 8:56–59. Some people ask Jesus how he could be old 
enough to have seen Abraham. (Abraham lived about two thousand 
years before Jesus.) Jesus doesn’t say, “Before Abraham was, I was.” 
He says, “I am.” In the Old Testament “I am” was God’s name (Ex. 
3:14), the special name he used when he revealed himself to Moses. 
Jesus isn’t talking about his age—he’s talking about his identity. The 
religious leaders do not like this! But it’s actually really good news. 
Only God can rescue us from all our sin. Even the best person ever 
could never bring us to be with God.

Draw a picture of a bridge over a deep canyon or river. Make it 
the best bridge ever, but draw it so that one end of the bridge 
doesn’t connect to land on the other side.
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Light: In John we read a lot about opposites—life and death, truth and lies, good and evil. 
One of the most common is light and darkness. Jesus came into this world—darkened by 
sin and death (1:5, 9; 3:16)—and shone the bright light of truth and life and love (1:4; 3:19; 
12:36, 46). He is the light of the entire world (9:5).

one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 

the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground 

and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s 

eyes with the mud 7 and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool 

of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and 

came back seeing.
8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 

beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 

beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like 

him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 So they said to him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man 

called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, 

‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received 

my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do 

not know.”
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 

been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 

mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked 

him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He 

put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the 

Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 

keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is 

a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among 

them. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you 

say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He 

is a prophet.”
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18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 

received his sight, until they called the parents of the man 

who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 

see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son 

and that he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not 

know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 

of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents said these 

things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already 

agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was 

to be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, 

“He is of age; ask him.”)
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been 

blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this 

man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do 

not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 

I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did 

he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you 

already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear 

it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And 

they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 

disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, 

but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 
30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do 

not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 
31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone 

is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 
32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 

opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not 

from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You 
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Read John 9:24–25. Earlier, Jesus healed a blind man on the Sabbath 
day (9:1–7). Some of the Jewish leaders didn’t like this (9:13–16), and 
they want to get Jesus into trouble. So they talk to the man Jesus has 
healed. They want some juicy information they can use against Jesus. 
They want the man to say that Jesus has sinned. But the man’s answer 
is simple: “Though I was blind, now I see” (9:25). He simply tells his 
story. What is your story? What has Jesus done for you?

Write the story of how you became a Christian (or write about 
what Jesus has done in your life). How has he changed your life?
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were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they 

cast him out.
35  Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having 

found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He 

answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 
37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is 

speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped 

him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that 

those who do not see may see, and those who see may become 

blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, 

and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If 

you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you 

say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.

I Am the Good Shepherd

10 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, 

that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the 

door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper 

opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they 

know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will 

flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 
6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not 

understand what he was saying to them.
7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am 

the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves 

and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the 

door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in 
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and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 

lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and 

not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches 

them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand 

and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. 

I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 

the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. 

I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 

there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the 

Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take 

it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of 

my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 

authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from 

my Father.”
19 There was again a division among the Jews because of 

these words. 20 Many of them said, “He has a demon, and is 

insane; why listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the 

words of one who is oppressed by a demon. Can a demon 

open the eyes of the blind?”

I and the Father Are One
22  At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at 

Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the 

temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gath-

ered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep 

us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus 
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Read John 10:10–16. In these verses, Jesus says, “I am the good shep-
herd.” That means he cares for the sheep (people who belong to him). 
He’ll do anything to keep his sheep safe and protected. But Jesus also 
describes two other kinds of people. First, a thief who doesn’t give but 
takes, kills, and destroys (10:10). Second, a hired hand who doesn’t 
really care about the sheep. When danger comes, he runs away and 
leaves the sheep on their own (10:12–13). But Jesus is the true shep-
herd. And he’s so good! He will even give his life for the sheep.

Pick one of the three kinds of people described above (shep-
herd, thief, hired hand). Draw a picture or write a poem about 
the one you picked.
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answered them, “I  told you, and you do not believe. The 

works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about 

me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among 

my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 

they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 

perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My 

Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no 

one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and 

the Father are one.”
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32  Jesus 

answered them, “I have shown you many good works from 

the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?” 
33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we 

are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being 

a man, make yourself God.” 34  Jesus answered them, “Is it 

not written in your Law,  ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called 

them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture 

cannot be broken— 36 do you say of him whom the Father 

consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ 

because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not doing the 

works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, 

even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that 

you may know and understand that the Father is in me and 

I am in the Father.” 39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he 

escaped from their hands.
40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where 

John had been baptizing at first, and there he remained. 
41 And many came to him. And they said, “John did no sign, 

but everything that John said about this man was true.” 42 And 

many believed in him there.
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