


Just like we can’t see 
everything about ourselves 
in our own shadow, we 
don’t see everything about 
Jesus in his shadows, but  
we do see some things 
about who he will be,  
what he will do, and  
how he will save.

When I stand in the sun and look down, I can see my shadow.  
It looks a lot like me, but it isn’t me.

The Old Testament is full of shadows. And when we look at 
these shadows, we can see something that looks a lot like Jesus.

“These are a shadow of 
the things to come, but 

the substance belongs to 
Christ.” COLOSSIANS 2:17 esv



Adam faced temptation about the forbidden tree 
in the Garden of Eden. If he obeyed God about 
the tree, he would live. But Adam did not obey.

In the shadow of Adam I see Jesus, the 
Second Adam. Jesus faced temptation 
about a tree the cross in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. If Jesus obeyed God about 
the tree, he would die. And Jesus obeyed!

“Because one person disobeyed God, 
many became sinners. But because one 
other person obeyed God, many will  
be made righteous.” ROMANS 5:19



Noah built the ark for his family to hide in, so they would be 
safe in the storm of God’s punishment for sin.

In the shadow of the ark I see Jesus, the Ark of Safety.  
All who hide in Jesus are safe from God’s punishment for sin.

“For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden 
with Christ in God.” COLOSSIANS 3:3



In the shadow of the stars I see Jesus, the bright 
Morning Star. Jesus is the son of Abraham through 
whom all the families on the earth are blessed.

“I, Jesus ... am the bright morning star.” REVELATION 22:16

God told Abraham to look up into the night sky and count the 
stars. God promised that he would have more children than 
there are stars in the sky.



In the shadow of Isaac I see Jesus, the Beloved Son of 
the Father. Jesus carried the wood on which he would be 
sacrificed. God provided Jesus to be a sacrifice in our place, 
so that we can live.

God told Abraham to offer Isaac, the son that he loved, 
as a sacrifice for sin. Isaac carried the wood on which 
he would be sacrificed. But God provided a ram to be 
sacrificed in Isaac’s place so that Isaac could live.

“For this is how God loved the 
world: He gave his one and only 
Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him will not perish but have 
eternal life.” JOHN 3:16



Jacob blessed Judah and said that one day 
someone from Judah’s tribe would rule over 
all nations like a powerful lion.

In the shadow of Judah I see Jesus, the Lion 
of the Tribe of Judah. Jesus will one 
day return to earth to rule the nations.

“To the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, 
endures forever and ever. You rule with a 
scepter of justice.’” HEBREWS 1:8



Joseph was stripped of his colorful robe 
and thrown into a pit. But later he was 
raised to sit at the right hand of Pharaoh. 
Everyone in the world who wanted to be 
saved in the famine had to go to Joseph.

In the shadow of Joseph I see Jesus, the 
Savior of the World. Jesus was 
stripped of his robe, he was killed, and 
buried in a tomb. But he was raised from 
the dead and now sits at the right hand 
of God in heaven. Everyone in the world 
who wants to be saved must go to Jesus.

“There is salvation in no one else! God 
has given no other name under heaven 
by which we must be saved.” ACTS 4:12



In the shadow of Moses I see Jesus, our Rescuer. Jesus 
left the glory of his home in heaven to suffer with us and 
to rescue us from slavery to sin.

“So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.” JOHN 8:36

Moses left the comfort of his home 
in Pharaoh’s palace to suffer with 
his brothers and sisters and rescue 
them from slavery in Egypt.



God told the Israelites to mark their homes 
with the blood of a lamb. When he came 
down to punish the Egyptians, he passed 
over the homes marked with blood and the 
firstborn sons were protected from death. 

In the shadow of the lambs in Egypt, I see 
Jesus, our Passover Lamb. When our 
lives are marked by the blood of Jesus, we 
are protected from eternal death.

“The next day John saw 
Jesus coming toward him 
and said, ‘Look! The Lamb 
of God who takes away the 
sin of the world!’” JOHN 1:29



As God led the children 
of Israel through the 
wilderness, he fed 
them with bread from 
heaven and gave them 
water from a rock.

In the shadows of the bread and water I see Jesus. 
Jesus is the Bread of Life who feeds our souls. 
He is the Living Water who satisfies us forever.

“Jesus replied, ‘I am the bread 
of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry again. 
Whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty.’” JOHN 6:35



Because God has always wanted to live among his people, he 
came down to live in the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle.

In the shadow of the tabernacle I see Jesus, the True 
Tabernacle. Jesus became human and came down to live 
with us. He now lives in us through the Holy Spirit.

“So the Word became human and made 
his home among us.” JOHN 1:14



In the shadows of these goats I see Jesus. Jesus 
is the Once for All Sacrifice, whose blood 
washes away our sin. Jesus is the Scapegoat, 
who has carried our sin far away. 

“He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice 
for us” EPHESIANS 5:2

Once a year the priest sprinkled 
the blood of a goat on the mercy 
seat to wash away the people’s sins. 
Another goat, called a scapegoat, 
was sent out of the camp carrying 
away the sins of the people.



When the people in the wilderness were being bitten 
by poisonous snakes, God told Moses to make a 
bronze snake and lift it up on a pole. Anyone who 
looked at the snake on the pole would live.

In the shadow of the snake on the pole I see Jesus, 
the Son of Man. Jesus, who never sinned, 
became sin for us. He was nailed to a cross and 
lifted up. Anyone who looks to him will live.

“And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the 
wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that 
everyone who believes in him will have eternal life.” JOHN 3:14-15



With the blast of a trumpet, Joshua led 
God’s people to make their home in the 
land that God had promised to them.

In the shadow of Joshua I see Jesus, 
our Greater Joshua. One day, 
with the blast of a trumpet, Jesus will 
return to lead us to make our home in 
the land God has promised to us.

“They were looking for a better 
place, a heavenly homeland. 
That is why God is not ashamed 
to be called their God, for he 
has prepared a city for them.” 
HEBREWS 11:16



In kindness, Boaz provided for Ruth, 
and promised to be a redeemer to 
her. Boaz went to the city gates to 
pay the price to make her his bride.

In the shadow of Boaz I see Jesus, 
our Redeemer. In kindness, 
Jesus provides for us. Jesus went 
outside the city gates to pay the 
price to make us his bride.

“I promised you as a pure bride 
to one husband Christ.”  
2 CORINTHIANS 11:2



David went out to fight Goliath and defeated him by crushing his 
head with a stone. Because of David’s victory, God’s people did 
not become slaves to the Philistines. 

In the shadow of David I see Jesus, our Champion. In his death 
and resurrection Jesus crushed the head of Satan. Because of 
his victory, we are no longer slaves to sin and death.

“For sin is the sting that results 
in death, and the law gives sin its 
power. But thank God! He gives 
us victory over sin and death 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

1 CORINTHIANS 15:56-57



God promised David that he would be the 
first of a long line of kings. One of David’s 
sons would rule over a kingdom of justice 
and goodness that will last forever.

In the shadow of David I see Jesus, the 
Son of David. One day Jesus will 
return to this earth as King. His kingdom 
of justice and goodness will last forever.

“He will be very great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his ancestor David. And he will reign over Israel 
forever; his Kingdom will never end!” LUKE 1:32-33



“God has united you with Christ 
Jesus. For our benefit God 
made him to be wisdom itself.”  
1 CORINTHIANS 1:30

Solomon was the wisest man in the world, a king 
who led God’s people into peace.

In the shadow of Solomon I see Jesus, the 
Wisdom of God. As we are joined to Jesus 
by faith, he makes us wise and gives us peace.



Because Israel refused to obey God, they were 
sent away from the holy land God had given to 
them. They had to leave the home where they 
enjoyed God’s presence with them.

“Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. 
He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring 
you safely home to God.” 1 PETER 3:18

In the shadow of Israel I see Jesus, the True Israel. 
Because Jesus was perfectly obedient to God in our 
place, he has made it possible for us to live in the 
holy land God will give to us. There we will enjoy his 
presence with us forever. 



Zerubbabel went back to the land 
God had promised to his people. 
He rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem, 
where they could draw near to God.

In the shadow of the rebuilt temple 
I see the resurrected Jesus, the 
True Temple. When we come to 
Jesus, we draw near to God.

“‘What!’ they exclaimed. ‘It has 
taken forty-six years to build this 
Temple, and you can rebuild it in 
three days?’ But when Jesus  
said ‘this temple,’ he meant his 
own body.” JOHN 2:19-21

“Jesus replied. ‘Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.’



Nehemiah worked with the people of 
God to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
When enemies called to him to come 
down from his work on the walls, 
he refused. Because he finished the 
work, God’s people were able to live in 
Jerusalem in peace and safety. 

In the shadow of Nehemiah, I see Jesus, 
the Builder of God’s city. When 
his enemies called to him to come 
down from the cross, Jesus refused. 
Because he finished the work God gave 
him to do, people from many nations 
will one day live in the New Jerusalem 
in perfect peace and safety.

“on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.” 
MATTHEW 16:18 esv



“Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a 
mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All 
that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know 
everything completely, just as God now knows me completely.” 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:12

In all of God’s 
people who 
waited for Jesus 
to come the first 
time, I see my 
own shadow.  
I am waiting for 
Jesus to come a 
second time. 

When he comes, I won’t 
see him in shadows 
anymore. I will see him 
clearly, face to face. 
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